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viii PREFACE, 

man, upon that Eock, against the opposing forces 
of the enemy. 

Some, however, may urge that in putting such 
stress upon the Gospel sayings, we may be 
passing over those later unfoldings of prophecy 
and rules of life which are also contained in 
the Word of God. But just as in the Church 
of England we regard as Sacraments only those 
two which are evidently ordained by Chris 
Himself, and yet hold fast, and diligently observe, 
and commend to all, that " Laying on of hands " 
which the Holy Ghost has, in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, placed among " the first principles 
of the doctrine of Christ " — so may we feel, that 
whatever is specially brought forward by the 
Evangelists as revealed by the Son of God, has 
X peculiar claim upon our regard before we are led 
to examine that further witness in the Acts of the 
Apostles and in the Epistles, wherein the Spirit 
of Truth has carried on the testimony of the 
Saviour, receiving of His and showing it unto us. 
To examine His Gospel first, is not in any way 
to slight our other Comforter. Indeed, the Gospel 
is the record of that other Comforter, who was 
to bring all things to the Apostles' remembrance 
whatsoever Christ had said unto them. 



PREFACE. ix 

To put this in a somewhat difiPerent way : 
the Church founded by Cheist appeals to Him ; 
and that same Spikit, which, according to His 
promise, was to abide for ever with the Christian 
Body, recalls us from the new doctrines of men 
to the one everlasting Gospel of our Blessed 
Lord. 

May we not indeed be sure, that in this, as 
in all other matters connected with, our salvation, 
God leads us on, little by little, showing us our 
absolute need of Himself, then alarming and 
attracting us by the " strange work " and wonder- 
ful words of His Son, and then guiding us to 
fulness of belief and practice by the declarations 
of His Spikit ? 

Now, as in days of old, the first question which 
a man asks, when convinced of sin, is, "Lord, 
what wilt Thou have me to do ? " The answer 
is, of course, always the same in effect — '' This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on Him 
whom He hath sent." But after a whUe, if the 
soul is sincere in its repentance, this all-important 
faith is shown to embrace many other graces as 
graces, and to point to many other duties as 
duties. The Lord becomes not only the Master 
and Guide, but also the Beloved Oxia, vi«^is^x»iasssi% 
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us unmistakably in the familiar saying, " Ye are 
My friends, if ye do whatsoever I command 
you." 

And in these times in which we live, it is 
specially needful to remind ourselves, that, in 
accordance with that Divine assertion, we must 
carefully ascertain His Will, and then, instead 
of favouring our own private preconceptions, and 
holding forth, as complete, our own one-sided 
views of that Will, endeavour gradually to fulfil 
it. For otherwise, the excitement which we so 
constantly observe, may be perilous, as not 
leading men to be sober-minded in the following 
of Christ. The thousands who surround the 
teachers of partial truth may be a sign of the 
intense anxiety which is felt about the spiritual 
world ; but unless the soul is brought, by authori- 
tative or even suggestive counsels, to learn as per- 
fectly as possible the way of God, partial truth 
may issue in positive error. 

Yet, in itself, each truth which is firmly held 
is a blessing to those who hold it ; and the ex- 
positions of Aquila and Priscilla must always 
presuppose, not merely the individual sincerity, 
but also the Scriptural knowledge, of Apollos. 
It was a profound remark of a writer in the 
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Christian Bemembrancer (nine or ten years ago), 
that, "it is scarcely too much to say, that the 
CathoKc Faith will be found to be the sum of 
the distinctive tenets of the sects," and that 
"such a fact not only makes more plain the 
duty of the Church to teach the whole dogma, 
but it emboldens her." For as it is the blending 
of all these principles, the combination of all 
these rays, which will give us the white light 
of Heaven, the fulness of the truth as it is in 
Jesus ; so must it be by acknowledging what is 
right in those who differ from us, that we shall 
gain that Christian harmony which has its base, 
not in human compromise, but in the revelations 
of God. 

It is the wisdom and happiness of the Church 
of England, that she puts before her children 
the need both of personal holiness and of sacra- 
mental grace ; both of the acceptance of gifts 
from above and of the exercise of those gifts in 
the daily life on earth; both of an Apostolical 
Ministry for men, and of a Eoyal Priesthood in 
men ; both of our dwelling in Christ and of His 
dwelling in us ; both of the work of faith and of 
the labours of love ; both of doing our duty in this 
world, and of watching for the world to cois^a. 
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May we her members, and all who shall here- 
after find in her a place of rest, learn more and 
more to value our privileges, and to use them 
for God our Saviour ! Whatsoever He saith 
unto us we must do, attending, with all our 
mind and soul, to the teaching of Him who died 
for us, and remembering, as much for our 
encouragement as for our warning, that the 
Glorious One, who is full of grace, is also full 
of truth. 
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KEPENTANCE. 

S. Matt, xviii. 3. 

" Verily I say unto you, Except ye he converted, tmd become 
as little children, ye shall not enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven^ 

npHESE are the words of our Saviour Christ 
-*- Himself. They form a fit introduction to 
that course of subjects which it is my purpose, 
God willing, to set before you. You are invited 
to consider carefully those things which the Lord 
with His own lips declares necessary to salvation : 
to consider them, I say, carefully; for we are 
bound to take great care about every point which 
does so intimately and absolutely concern the 
welfare, the eternal welfare, of our souls — to pay 

B 
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the closest attention to all the revelations of 
Jesus about such matters — and to give all dili- 
gence, as men and women called of God by the 
Voice of His Son, '* to make " our " calling and 
election sure." 

May He. by His Blessed Spirit of truth, keep 
us from all false doctrine on the one hand, and, 
on the other, from all vain opinions of our own, 
all wilful blindness, all ignorance of self, all ob- 
stinate rebellion against the teachings of Almighty 
God ! Christ's warnings shall, at least, in every 
case be repeated to you, and on you must rest the 
responsibility of accepting and acting upon them 
or not. 

Now at the very entrance of the Christian life, 
on the actual threshold of the Sanctuary of God, 
as soon as ever we come within hearing of the 
Lord Jesus, we are met by that decisive and un- 
mistakeable cry, " Repent ye !"^ He who opens 
Heaven, shows us also hell. 

He whose promise is of life everlasting, tells us 
at the same time, that except we repent, we shall 
perish.* He who died in order to reconcile us 
to God by His Blood, quotes also that ancient 
Scripture^ which recurs again, with a fearful sound 

1 S. Matt. iv. 17. « S. Luke xiii. 3, 5. 

8 S. Luke xxiii. 30 ; Hosea x. 8 ; Rev. vi. 16, 17. 
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and with a terrible addition, in the close of God's 
Holy Book, of the anguish of impenitent sinners, 
saying "to the mountains and rocks. Fall on us, 
and hide us from the Face of Him that sitteth 
on the Throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb : 
for the great Day of His wrath is come ; and who 
shall be able to stand ?" 

There are some in this present congregation, 
who would utter just such words as these, if 
Jesus Christ were to come this day. 

And so, since He is Twt yet come, "to day if 
ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts."^ 

It is a very clear voice, is it not, brethren? — 
a very plain message to every one who knows 
that he has a soul witliin him, a God above him, 
a Judgment before him ? 

Let us take it home to ourselves, and resolve 
that neither devil nor man shall make us forget 
it. 

1. Notice, first, the occasion on which our Lord 
spoke. At that hour the disciples had come to 
Him saying, "Who then is the greatest in the 
Kingdom of Heaven ? And He called a little 
child unto Him and set him in the midst of them, 
and said. Verily I say unto you. Except ye be 
converted, and become as the little children, ye 

1 Ps. xcv. 7 ; Heb. iii. 7, 8. 
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shall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven." 
You must turn back from your ambitious 
thoughts, from your rivaby of each other, from 
your pride and self seeking — ay, you must look 
quite the other way, and give up that inner spirit 
of sin whence arise this ambition and rivalry and 
pride ^ — ^yes, you must make yourselves like the 
very least, like this little one who has scarcely 
any knowledge, no place of honour in the world, 
no strength or wisdom of his own, no defence 
except his innocence in God — yes indeed, you 
must be as little children, I do not say, so as to 
be great in the Kingdom of Heaven, but if you 
would even enter that Kingdom at all. 

It is remarkable, (is it not ?) that such a reproof 
and such an admonition should have been ad- 
dressed to these our Lord's special disciples — 
remarkable, not merely because we might perhaps 
have supposed that they at least could have been 
in no peril of losing their souls — but also, because 
you and I, my friends, thus learn how much 
danger we are in, how little reason any one of us 
can have for fancying himself quite safe, how 
humbly and thoughtfully we must all take to our- 
selves the solemn words of Christ, and ask Him 
to look well whether there be any evil way in us, 

^ See Alford in loco. 
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which might hinder us, after all, from attaining to 
the glorious life of the world to come. 

2. But let us not proceed till we understand 
what is meant by the term /'kingdom of Hea- 
ven;" for this, or something like it, will meet us 
again and again during these meditations. Now it 
is only S. Matthew who uses this exact expres- 
sion, and he uses it twenty or thirty times ;^ but 
another term just like it, " the kingdom of God," 
is employed by all the Evangelists. It does not 
exclusively mean that Kingdom which we are 
looking for at the end of all: for the kingdom 
was at hand, when John the Baptist proclaimed 
it, and Our Blessed Eedeemer who is Himself the 
King, with all power already given unto Him in 
Heaven and Earth, declares plainly that when He 
the King came, the Kingdom came also, and was 
not simply something to be expected : " The king- 
dom of God Cometh not with observation ... for 
lo ! the kingdom of GoD is among you."^ In one 

^ S. Matthew writing specially to Jewish converts, thus 
brings "into prominence the opposition between the true 
fulfilment and the Jewish expectation" — the Jews having 
" false notions of an Earthly Kingdom." — Stier, Beden JesUj 
vol. i. p. 80. 

* Not " within you : " see the original, S. Luke xvii. 20, 
21 ; and compare S. John i. 26. The words given in S 
Luke were addressed to the Pharisees, and certainly the 
Kingdom of God was not in ihdr hearts.] 
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sense, as almost all the Parables show, the King- 
dom of God has been for hundreds of years set 
up on earth, gathering to it of every kind, with 
good subjects and bad, tares as well as wheat :^ 
in other words, we have had the Church estab- 
lished by Christ long, long before it was established 
by LaWy so that we have only followed Him in 
establishing it in England hundreds of years ago, 
that all might have a Home. Tliis was His 
Church, the kingdom of GoD*s dear Son, into 
which men had been translated from Satan's 
Kingdom even in S. Paul's days.^ This is the 
same Kingdom — the same Church — which existed 
before the Eeformation, and which the Reforma- 
tion did but purify — unless indeed you say that 
your body is not the same after you have washed 
it, or that your garden became a different garden 
yesterday because you had weeded it well. But 
if it is the same, then it is of vital importance 
that we should cleave to it, or, that if we have 
separated ourselves, we should return to it ; or that 
if, as we shall see another time, we are in a manner 
outside of it by being not baptized, we should 
get ready to join it by Baptism. For if it is the 
same with that which Christ Jesus founded, 
then it will be the same with that which the 

1 Col. i. 13. 
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saints shall possess at the end of this world, since 
" His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and His kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed."^ 

It was that prediction of Daniel which seems 
to have prepared the Jews for the saying of John, 
and which was evidently fulfilled in Him, who 
called Himself, as that ancient prophet terms Him, 
" the Son of Man/* And it is this which must 
run through all these discourses, and make them 
really Church-sermons — sermons about the King- 
dom of Glory, and yet also about the Kingdom 
of Grace — sermons about the Holy God, and still 
about great sinners like ourselves — sermons about 
the wearers of the Crown, and about the bearers 
of the Cross — sermons about "just men made per- 
fect," but bearing too on the babe in Christ ^ — 
sermons which speak of " the means of gi-ace," as 
well as of "the hope of glory" — sermons which 
teach us to pray, Thy kingdom come around us, 
and not only, Thy kingdom come to us. Be 
thou. Lord Jesus, my King on Earth, and here- 
after my King in Heaven. 

3. We cannot say that sincerely, we cannot 
be thorough Churchmen any more than we can be 

1 Daniel vii. 13, 14, 22. 

2 Heb. xii. 23 ; v. 13 ; 1 S. Pet. IL 2. 
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thorough saints, we cannot even, in a spiritual 
ense, be within the Kingdom at all, unless we 
have, if old enough to realize our need, repent- 
ance — that precious grace whereby we forsake 
sin, turning away from the City of Destruction 
towards the City of God, giving up our will, 
however imperfectly at lirst, to do the will of God 
instead of pleasing self. The Building of God 
has a lowly door, and we must stoop to enter it. 
The garden of bitter herbs comes before the gar- 
den of the Lord, and we must kneel down and 
gather them. We must sow in tears ere we can 
reap in joy. The kingdom there is the same 
as the kingdom here : no admission into the 
Church without Baptism; how, without Baptism, 
can we be admitted into His Presence, who 
created that Church, and ordained this Baptism ? 
If, on the promise of repentance, I was allowed, 
when an Infant, to be baptized, and, by being 
baptized, to enter the Church, how, when I am 
of age to understand, can I continue, except in 
name, in the Church's fellowship below, how 
hope to be welcomed in the Church's Courts 
above, unless I do now heartily and sorrowfully 
repent? If repentance is the condition of my 
Baptism, it must also be the habit of my life; 
for Baptism is but the birth into a different state. 
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and in that diflferent state I am to go on living. 
If, without repentance, I cannot even enter the 
visible Church, how, without this, can the invi- 
sible Communion be mine ? there are so many 
of you, who need to have this stamped upon your 
minds. The very blessing of your Baptism may 
tend to make you forget the duty which rests 
upon you as having been baptized. Nay, many a 
baptized man, who has been allowed to grow up 
in forgetfulness of his baptismal promises, requires 
to have that forced upon his attention which, 
had he been faithful to the Church, he would 
have learnt more and more each day from the 
very service in which he joined.^ Daily repent- 
ance for daily sins — daily confession of daily sins 

^ The warning given by Mr. Sadler should be carefully 
remembered : " They who have received grace in Baptism, 
and have been brought up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, ought not to need conversion." The Church 
Teacher's Manual, p. 118. — Those who have thus been 
trained from their earliest years, who have learnt to believe 
that a real gift of God was granted to them in Baptism, 
and who regard themselves as responsible for the exercise 
of that gift, need not be saddened when well-meaning but 
mistaken persons ask them, "Have you been converted?" 
It is a different question which should be ever coming home 
to the conscience. " Am I trying to go forward as a member 
of Christ, and a child of God ? Do I, because I live in the 
Spirit, also walk in the Spirit ? " 
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— i^ the habit of the Christian Churchman. 
Instead of being puffed up with the thought of 
his one conversion, he is humbled by the re- 
collection of having had many times to return 
to God — he gets to think, not more of himself, 
but less — he often finds no better prayer for 
himself, no prayer more suited to his own un- 
worthiness, than the prayer of the penitent 
Publican, " God be merciful to me a sinner!" 

Has he, like S. Peter, been enabled to acknow- 
ledge Jesus as the Son of " the living God *' yet, 
like S. Peter, he knows that even thrice in an hour, 
he has denied his Lord ; and does he not, like 
S. Peter,^ require to be converted, to turn again to 
God, if so be he may be owned as one who loves 
the Saviour and wishes to serve Him better ? 

Has he not, though a Communicant like the 
Apostle, fallen again and again ? and must he not 
rise up once more, and return to the mercy seat, 
and seek that Face, and plead that Precious Blood ? 
Do not misunderstand me, brethren. It is indeed 
most true, that many a professing Christian, many 
a soul present here this night perhaps, requires 
even more than this — requires the first great 
awakening — the first thorough realization of his 
awful state as before God — the first conscious 

' S. Luke xxiL 32. 
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turning of the heart towards our Holy and 
merciful Lord. 

But I say, that if he does need this, it is some- 
thing to be ashamed of afterwards, not something 
to boast of — something to be ashamed of, because 
Voices from Heaven had really been calling him 
all his life long, and he had heeded them not. 

And I say, that, in the passage before us, it was 
not to great sinners like some of ourselves, but to 
imperfect disciples that those words of Chkist were 
spoken, "Verily I say unto you, Except ye be 
converted and become as little children, ye shall 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven." 

4. And this brings us to some practical thoughts 
about repentance, which ought to be impressed 
upon us all, and which I earnestly commend to 
you, to be considered when you kneel before God 
this evening, and as you go about amid your many 
cares and temptations to-morrow, and indeed as 
you hear and pray and work throughout these 
years of grace. Do not forsake your own mercy 
by setting them aside. We are, in all sober 
seriousness, as far as our brief life is concerned, 
tremendously near to the sounding of the Last 
Trumpet. After that, recollect, there will be, for 
impenitent sinners, nothing more of the " still, 
small Voice." "See that ye refuse not Him that 
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speaketh" now, though it be but through the 
stammering lips of a fellow-man. 

(1.) First, we want the heart of a child — as our 
pathetic collect says, a new heart — a heart which 
is clean, and guileless, and trustful, and ready to 
obey. 

And since this is exactly what ours is not, we 
want the contrite heart — a heart so bruised, that 
'• that child's heart within the man's " may 
" begin to move and tremble " — a heart so broken 
that it may not sound hollow any more — a heart 
so awfully full of pain, that none but God can 
heal it, none but God be thought of as its rest. 

(2.) How can we gain this contrition? By 
thinking over our life, acting on the Divine 
Command, "Consider your ways."^ 

Which of us can dispense with this? The 
very Psalmist tells us, '* I thought on my 
ways," 2 looked at them, counted them up, 
marked the direction in which they were 

leading me^ and then — "turned my feet unto 

Thy testimonies." 

* Haggai 15. * Ps. cxix. 59. 

^ " I took account of, reckoned up, calculated my ways ; 
for our ways, although leading in one direction, are many ; 
there are as many ways as there are acts, or passions, or 
temptations ; and he reckoned them up and took account 
of them all, whither they were all leading, to turn them all 
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How can we neglect this complete, careful, 
conscientious self-examination ? 

What were the deceits of your childhood? 
what were the offences of your youth ? what are 
the habits of your present life? what are your 
plans of sin or of selfishness for the time yet 
unborn as it comes to you fresh from God? 
Think of it alL—consider it well — see what that 
narrow way might be, how bright and glorious 
and happy, if you would turn your steps into it, 
off the broad path which your feet have marked 
these many years. How terrible it is to look 
back ! 

(3.) Yes, and that is the next thought. These 
ways of ours are not only to be remembered, but 
to be sorrowed over — yes, because remembered, 
therefore sorrowed for. 

Self humiliation comes after self examination, 
if we are really true to ourselves — true to the 
Divine and blessed instinct which leads us first 
into the desolate chambers of the past, and then 
into the secret chamber of the heart — first, into 
the stony places where the rock is smitten, and 

and his whole self into the way of God. ... He wished 
henceforth to give himself wholly to God, and so he re- 
viewed all, took account of all, lest anything should escape 
him, and he slip back to evil."--DR. Pusbt's Sermons, vol. 
i. p. 165. 
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then into the Presence of Him who gives us 
penitential tears. 

What do vje know of this ? How strange that 
strong men should cry like children, for the loss 
of those they love — but not for the loss, through 
sin, of Him who is unspeakably more loveable 
than any — strange that we should be utterly 
cast down through the ruin of our fortune, but 
not through the ruin of our soul! 

When a man really comes to himself, and feels 
what it is to be far from Home, living in sin, 
with the night far spent, and eternity close upon 
him, what fear is wrought in him, yea, what 
grief, yea what overwhelming shame 1 It is a 
great and exceeding bitter cry, which issues 
from the soul of one who is beginning to turn. 

Is it, after all, something like the crying of 
a child? 

(4.) Yes surely : for " godly sorrow worketh re- 
pentance."^ The child does not stay in the dark 
room, but comes out that mother may forgive 
him. The lost sordid not remain one day longer 
in the far country; he resolved to go unto his 
Father ; and then he arose and went.^ 

So may we learn, amid our heartfelt mourning 
for sin, to go back at once towards Him, Whose 
^ 2 Cor. viL 10. * S. Luke xv. 11—24. 
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eyes are ever upon us, and Who sees us when we 
are yet a great way ofif. 

(5.) He has the kiss of peace for us still — the 
ring which shows His confidence restored — the 
best robe, that He may clothe us with the 
Eighteousness of His Beloved — the shoes for our 
wayward wandering feet, that now at last we 
may run the way of His Commandments — the 
Spiritual Feast, wherein to give us Heavenly food, 
everlasting refreshment. How much there is to 
draw us back to God ! 

(6.) But chiefly are we bound to recollect, that, 
on the witness of Him who loves us best, it is 
absolutely necessary for our souls' salvation that 
we should come back. 

There is an awful calmness about the warnings 
of Jesus Christ, such as we His ministers and 
messengers can hardly attain to. We mark the 
vacant look, the listless inattention, the rebellious 
self-will, in those whose ears are reached, but 
whose hearts are not touched, by the calls from 
Heaven. We mark this, and we grow impatient, 
and can hardly go on preaching for our disappoint- 
ment. 

Jesus our Lord is doubtless also pained with 
a sorrow which we cannot fathom : but yet how 
quietly He speaks : " If any man hear My words 
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and believe not, I judge him not ; for I came not 
to judge the world, but to save the world. He 
that rejecteth Me and receiveth not My words, 
hath one that judgeth him ; the word that I have 
spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day."^ 

(7.) Can anything help us to take heed to His 
solemn words ? Well, I do not merely say to you, 
that His very earliest teaching was this same 
" Eepent ye " — though that may remind us of one 
special purpose of His coming into the world. 
Nor do I only tell you, that the echo of your own 
hearts' fear answers, if you listen for it, to that 
teaching which, early and late, the Holy Saviour 
uttered during His life on earth; though it is 
indeed most true that, deep down in the heart 
of everyone of us, there is the dread of being 
damned. But there is one feeling stronger even 
than our fears; the intense and passionate love 
for One Who loves us to the death ; and Jesus, 
lifted up from the earth for us sinners, relies 
on this to draw even such as we are, unto Him.^ 

We see Him "evidently set forth, crucified 
among" us,^ and the thought of His bitter agony 
and shame is gradually wrought into our inmost 
soul, not only to keep us from crucifying Him 

1 S. John xii. 47, 48. » S. John xiL 32. 

^ GaL iii. i. 
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afresh, but even to make us devote ourselves, 
our souls and bodies, to His service in a thorough 
and life-long repentance. 

The little cross which some one gives you as a 
present becomes a Memorial of a Friend still 
dearer, a Friend infinitely precious, a Friend for 
whom you would make any sacrifice, the sacrifice 
of all you have and of all you are. For His voice 
reaches you, both from the Throne of suffering 
and from the Throne of glory. You look up, 
and you remember that He suffered for you, the 
just for the unjust, that He might bring you to 
God. 



IL 

FAITH. 

S. Mark xvi 16. 
** He that believeth not shall be damned.^^ 

TF we mtcst have "repentance towards God," 
"*- we must have also "faith towards our Lord 
Jesus Christ."* God reveals Himself to the 
soul, in order that it may tremble at His Presence, 
and trembling, turn to Him, and, turning, love 
Him and live with Him for ever. And Christ 
reveals Himself to the soul, in order that its 
trembling may be without despair, and its turn- 
ing acceptable in Heaven, and its love of God 
the oflTering of gratitude for an unspeakable gift, 
and its life with God a life in God. But the 
power to repent implies also the power to remain 
impenitent; and the call to belief, (since it is 

* Acts XX, 21. 
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only a call which draws, not one which forces, the 
will,) reminds men, generation after generation, 
that there is such a thing as continuing in un- 
belief. 

In other words, the very preaching of the 
Gospel, as the good news of a conditional Cove- 
nant, carries with it a Divine warning against 
those who will not receive it. Redemption and 
restoration are ofiered, but only to those who 
will be redeemed and restored. Salvation rises 
up before our eyes, but beside it there is also 
condemnation. " He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved, but he that believeth not 
shall be damned." ^ Jesus does indeed declare 
to us, that '* God sent not His Son into the world 
to condemn the world ; but that the world 
through Him might be saved ;"^ and yet that 
same unerring Witness goes on to say : " He 
that believeth not is condemned already, "because 
he hath not believed in the Name of the Only 
begotten Son of God." 

^ If it be objected, that this verse occurs in a passage, 
perhaps not really written by the inspired evangelist, 
(though it occurs in nearly all the MSS.,) the answer must 
be, that we are not bound to this particular text for the 
Divine assertion of the necessity of faith : we might take 
instead S. Matt, xxviii. 19, 20 ; or S. Mark i. 14, 15 ; or 
S. Luke xxiv. 47 ; or S. John iiL 18. 

2 S. John iii. 17, 18. 

c 2 
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And so, first and last, it is the same teaching. 
*' This,'' writes Eudolf Stier,i " is the final and 
unchangeable declaration which the Lord gives 
in connection with His mission to preach; thus 
must it begin, thus must it end, this is its sum 
and its seal The promise 'shall be saved' re- 
mains open and free as long as there is one 
creature who can hear, but who has not heard, 
and therefore cannot have decided to reject it. 
But the great distinction between salvation and 
perdition remains an immovable fact, and its 
eternal reality will be made manifest at the end." 

But pause for a brief space upon that term, 
" He that believeth not." 

Whom does our Lord mean by this ? 

And whom does He not mean ? 

First, He does not of course include that vast 
multitude of infant children, which He takes 
away from this world, before there can be in 
them the slightest movement of faith. The little 
one who cannot even say ** my father " or " my 
mother," cannot of course go and call upon " Our 
Father," nor lift up hands or heart to that Al- 
mighty Saviour, who loves him more than mother 
doth. And as he cannot either walk towards, or 
go away from, the Everlasting Arms of God, 

^ Reden Jesu, vol. viii. pp. 360, 361. 
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those Everlasting Arms are lifted up to bless, 
and not to curse him. His are the words — our 
Saviour's very own — which tell us that of such 
is the Kingdom of GoD.^ And do we not thus 
learn by the way, that as the lack of faith does 
not shut out such children from the Home of 
God, neither can it shut them out from the 
House of GoD: as they need not have faith to 
be saved, neither need they have faith to be 
baptized: although of all who can believe and 
can come to Baptism, Jesus Christ pronounces, 
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved/' 

Why our Lord does not make the other half 
of the sentence exactly answer to this, we may 
see more clearly, please God, next Sunday even- 
ing. To-day we are speaking, as in truth He was 
speaking then, of the absolute necessity of faith. 

Are there any others, besides these infants, 
and those of course, who, being imbecile, remain 
as infants all their life long, who are not included 
in the condemnation of the unbelievers ? Surely 
both the Bible narrative and our present expe- 
rience may show us that there may be some de- 
sponding hearts, some sickly consciences, some 
who wish not to doubt, but who do doubt occa- 
sionally ; and that to these the Holy One saith 

i S. Mark x. 14 
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indeed, "Be not faithless, but believing/'* while 
yet dealing patiently with them, and leading them, 
as if they were thoroughly persuaded, along the 
narrow way of obedience to His revealed wiE, 
and of submission to His acknowledged correction. 
If any man will as a Christian endure these 
sufferings, and do that will, he shall, after a 
while, be stablished, strengthened, settled in the 
faith, knowing of the doctrine, and learning to 
believe in Jesus as he learnt to believe in God.^ 
And it is surely a comfort to us to feel that the 
wrestling soul, the soul which yearns for faith 
even as it strives for holiness, is regarded with 
compassion by Him who came not to break the 
bruised reed, nor to quench the smoking flax. 
Only, let us bear in mind, that we must never 
rest satisfied with ourselves, so long as we range 
apart, in any degree or at any time, from the 
creeds of the Christian Church, from the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints. Our Saviour's 
words all point to a thorough acceptance of His 
message, to an unwavering belief in Him as the 
Truth, nay more, to a daily life, a constant 
progress, as springing from that faith. And there- 
fore we must always recollect, that, when our life 
is getting lax and our progress slow, or when we 
^ S. John XX. 27. . * S. John vii. 17 ; xiv. 1. 
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hesitate to act upon the plain teaching of our 
LofiD, or when we allow our souls to listen eagerly 
to any of those human utterances which prac- 
tically set Him aside as the Great Messenger of 
the Covenant, all these are bad signs. 

For all these have a tendency towards that 
perilous and even deadly state against which we 
have here so solemn a warning — that state in 
which there is a deliberate "rejection of the 
Gospel in heart and life"^ — a saying to Cheist, 
" we have no need of Thee " — o, setting up of some 
idol in the place of Him who is our true Lord 
and God. 

Now I ask you, my friends, whether there is 
not very much of this spirit of practical infidelity 
among us at this present time — whether by far 
the greater part of us are not in such a condition 
of heart and life, that if Christ were to come to 
us now, we should be utterly lost.? I ask you 
whether, on the week days, you do not spend 
hours and hours without any reference to Christ 
at all ; whether, for instance, you do not thrust 
aside belief in Him, belief in His heart-searching 
knowledge, belief in His power to punish, belief 
in Him as the one only abiding Eeward ; whether 
you do not thrust all this aside, by your hard 

1 Alford* 
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bargains, by your dishonesty or want of thorougt- 
ness in work, by your habit of deceitfulness 
in little things, by the vanity and pride which 
make you a god to yourself, a would-be god to 
others, by your constant shrinking from self- 
denial, by your looking out always not for the 
right path, but for the easiest. 

And when we see, partly in the experience of 
society, pai*tly in the writings of the day, partly, 
yes, and most of all, in the reflections of our own 
conscience — how great is the selfishness and luxury 
and indevotion of the age, can we wonder that 
there is so much dimness of faith, so much loose 
and vain talking about religion, so much ignorance 
of God ? Can we wonder at our Lord's startling 
question, "When the Son of man cometh, shall 
He find faith on the Earth ?"i It looks, (does it 
not) as if He, who knoweth all things, expected to 
find hardly any believers at His return to judg- 
ment. And yet, " he that believeth not shall be 
damned^ Surely there is something very alarm- 
ing, very awakening in this — something, which 
sends us not to others so as to say to them, " How 
sad this is!*' but which rather sends us to com- 
mune with our own heart, and to search out the 
secrets of our own life, and to consider well 

« 

^ S. Luke xyiiL 8. 
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"whether the amount of faith which we possess iu 
our own selves is such as would stand the strict 
test, the burning fire, of that Day ! 

And I think there is the more need of this 
self-examination, this serious thoughtfulness if 
only for a few minutes each day, because we 
are in a measure alive to the other danger — ^we 
do remember, sometimes, at all events, that " with' 
oiU holiness no man ^hall see the Lord,"^ and 
that to die without repentance would be to die 
without hope. But that want of faith might 
prove our damnation, that we might live quiet, 
respectable lives, . and yet be lost because our 
lives had not been lives of faith, that we might 
even come regularly to the Services of the 
Church, ay and actually receive the Holy Com- 
munion, and after all perish, through the absence, 
in our, worship as in our work, of this vital 
principle of faith — this, this is not so often re- 
membered. And this very forgetfulness of the 
need of faith combines with other causes to 
lessen our faith instead of increasing it. Let 
us glance for a moment, even at the risk of repe- 
tition, at some of those causes, and look well 
whether they have not something to do with 
our wavering, unthankful, unfruitful belief, which 

^ Heb. xii. 14, 



26 FAITH, 

-we might rather call unbelief, of the sort 
which would condemn us before God. 

Is not one reason this — that men walk so 
much "by sight" in this generation of ours — 
that they take the outward appearance of things, 
as their infallible guide ^ — that they follow 
" Science falsely so called " ^ — not, that is, the 
wonderful facts which cannot be denied and 
need not be explained away, but the uncertain 
theories and fancies based, so to say, upon those 
facts — theories and fancies soon to be over- 
thrown by the philosophers themselves ? Men 
act as if science in its infancy must prevail 
against faith in its maturity, instead of resting 
satisfied that the more thorough our science, 
the more complete will be the establishment 
of our faith. 

Yes, and do not men gaze so long into the 
mirror which shows them, as they think, the 
whole world in a moment of time, that they 
behold at last only themselves, the lords of 
creation, the searchers out of God, the judges 
of Him who shall be their Judge? 

What can be the end of unchecked self-conceit, 
except this very unbelief ? or how can impatience 

^ The rule of a Christian being to walk hia marecds, ov 
bia €tdovs.—2 Cor. v. 7. M Tim. vi. 20. 
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of mysteries, craving for mathematical proof, 
bring us to that faith, which " is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen?"i 

'Then again, how often men set up teachers 
for themselves, instead of following the Apos- 
tolic rule of obeying those that are set over 
them ! How often they thereby lose sight of 
some of the main articles of our faith — learning 
for instance to sing of "those to Glory gone," 
and thus ignoring, in a manner, the grand 
doctrines of the soul's rest in Paradise, and 
of the resurrection of the body at the last 
day; or learning to reckon Infant Baptism as 
worse than a superstition, instead of thinking 
it " most agreeable with the institution of 
Christ;"^ or learning to think little of the In- 
carnation of the Son of God — that truth so vital 
to our religion ; ^ or learning to disparage the 
Sacraments as if these made us forget Christ, 
when really the due use of the Sacraments is 
one great proof of our faith in Christ, who 
ordained them Himself; or learning to despise 
" the laying on of hands " as an empty ceremony, 

* Heb. xi. 1. ^ Article xxvii. 

* S. John i. 1, 14 ; Heb. ii. 14 ; Rom. i. 3 ; Gal. ir. 4 ; 
1 S. John iv. 2, 3. 
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though S. Paul counts it among "the principles 
of the doctrine of Christ;"^ or learning to look 
at the Protestant side of our faith as if that were 
the whole of it, instead of remembering that 
we cannot be true Protestants unless we are 
thorough Catholics — holding to, and living by, the 
entire faith of the Christian Chui'ch. 

People say to us as we go about the parish, 
** It does not much matter whether we go to 
Church or Chapel," 

It does matter very much indeed, if, by fre- 
quenting one place, we lose sight of any single 
point connected with the faith which is of God. 

But there is yet another reason — already indeed 
just mentioned or at least suggested. Men and 
women live so much in pleasure, blinding them- 
selves to the great truth that this world is 
not for pleasure but for work with its intervals 
of refreshment ; and therefore also blinding 
themselves to the pleasures which are at God's 
right Hand for evermore — the pleasures which 
are the objects of faith, and the prize of the 
labours of love — the pleasures which can be 
enjoyed with God, and which alone can satisfy 
immortal beings like ourselves. 

How much this explains the state of half-belief 

1 Heb. vL 1, 2. 
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in which so many of us live ! Look at the dress 
of women, the self-indulgence of men ; look at 
the drunkenness of the poor, and the indolence 
of the rich; and you will cease to marvel at 
the small amount of faith in Him who had 
not where to lay His Head, though He was 
Very God. The Image of Jesus cannot be 
formed in the soul as it»s actual life and highest 
interest, unless there is at least the honest en- 
deavour to behold Him, to love Him, and to 
follow Him. There cannot be faith, till the 
eyes and the heart are raised from self — from its 
wisdom, its heresies, and its lusts, — to Him which 
is invisible, but " in whom, though now we see 
Him not, yet believing" we can "rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory, receiving the 
end of our faith, even the salvatiou of our 
souls.'' 1 

And, without this faith, no salvation. 

That is the appalling thought— very old, yet 
ever fresh — which I desire to have imprinted 
in your hearts, and chiefly in my own. 

What is necessary? faith. And what next? 
faith. And what then ? still only faith : not 
indeed that barren feeling which men mistake 
for faith — that sort of bodily sensation without 

^ 1 S. Pet i 8, 9. 
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which, they say, you have no faith at all — • 
but faith as offered us by our Divine and Gracious 
Lord — faith not in Himself alone, but in the 
Fathee and the Holy Ghost with whom He 
shares the very Name of God* — faith, not in 
any doctrine or set of doctrines invented by 
men, but in all that He has shown us and all 
that He has promised us — faith, not only in 
His Bible grace, but also in His sacramental 
grace; faith in His 'power to bequeath to us 
Absolution, Confirmation, Benediction, Ordina- 
tion; 2 faith in all the revealed truths of His 
word ; faith, as the motive of every action, and 
the secret of every endurance ; faith, as con- 
secrating, not all at once, but more and more, 
the whole life of body, soul, and spirit to God 
who gave it. This is faith ; this is the faith 
which we must have: how shall we gain it? 
for if we gain not this we lose our souls ; and 
" what shall a man give in exchange for his 
soul ? " 

1. Let us pray for it; for indeed it is a 
gift of God, granted to all those who seek it 
from His Son. 

1 See S. Matt, xxviii 19. 

* Any, who have not yet learned to acknowledge all these 
points, need not be condemned by us, who are ourselves at 
times so weak in faith, nor need we fear for them the portion 
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Does it seem something quite without us ? 
Yet millions have lived and died in it, and that 
" like precious faith " we can obtain if we will 
have the humility to ask for it^ 

Or, does it appear to us almost like no faith 
at all ? Yet we must go to Him as we should 
in a great sorrow, (and there is tio sorrow to be 
compared with this on earth,) and say, "Lord, 
I believe: help thou mine unbelief."^ 

Or, is it (through some fault of our own, 
some evil habit which has cast a veil upon our 
heart,) reaUy very little ? Still let us approach 
Him, prepared to sacrifice anything, to conquer 
any sin, so that we may possess this priceless 
blessing, and cry to Him "Lord, iTicrease our 
faith."8 

Brethren! the grain of mustard seed is very 
small; but the touch of Jesus Christ conveys 
to it a life and a power, beyond anything that 
we can conceive. Pray yet a while; and the 
mountain which hides God from you, shall be 
cast into the depth of the sea. 

of the unbelievers, if they will have the patience to compare 
these things with the Holy Scriptures, and the humility to 
say to God, " Lord ! I believe all that thou hast revealed : ** 
for this prayer puts us into the right position as before God, 
and shows that we have at least implicit fSedth. 

\2 S. Pet. i. 1. « S. Mark ix. 24. s S. Luke xviL 6. 
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2. But next — "faith cometh by hearing: and 
hearing by the word of GoD."^ And so, if (more 
than anything else in the - world) you desire 
faith, "search the Scriptures." If we err, it is 
because we know not the Scriptures. 

Search them daily, whether these things be 
S0.2 Specially, on the Loed's own day, make up 
your mind to put on one side altogether, the 
passing journals of the week or hour, and grow 
reverently familiar with that Word, which endureth 
for ever in Heaven. To read a newspaper on 
Sunday may seem a light thing to a man of 
business, a natural thing to the clever artizan; 
but if it draws them ofif from the thought of 
higher matters, it may end in the destruction 
of their souls. " As is the earthy, such are 
they that are earthy; and as is the Heavenly, 
such are they also that are heavenly."^ The 
world teaches us in an entirely different manner 
from our Lord. The world assures us, that 
common sense is what we want. The Lord 
says, " He that helieveth not shall be condemned." 
Let the world think otherwise on this point, that 
changes nothing. Their unbelief makes them 
not happy, their opinion is not the judge over 
heaven and earth, the dead and the living. If it 

* Eom. X. 17. * Acts xviL 11. ^1 Cor. xv. 48, 
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s to thine own mind incomprehensible that aU 
should be made to depend on faith, take heed 
to thyself; and, lest another should have to 
declare it to thee in vain, become thyself a 
faithful scholar of the Word of GoD, and the 
light will arise in thy own souL"^ 

3. Only, further, notice how important this 
makes the Church to us. We must have guidance 
for the understanding of that Sacred Volume: 
and if we separate ourselves from the Christian 
Brotherhood, how can we expect any inward 
illumination ? The Holy Ghost works in the 
Church, and though> no doubt, His heart-searching 
call does come to men at times, through those 
not duly ordained, or even through one who 
does not so much as claim to be a minister, 
as it came to S. Augustine through the simple 
words of a little child, ^ yet the Voice of the 

^ Beck, quoted by Stier. 

* S. Augustine tells the stoiy in his Confessions^ Book viii. 
29. ^' Lo ! I hear from a neighbouring house the voice of 
some boy or giil, saying over and over again in song, * Take 
up and read, take up and read.' My countenance instantly 
changed, and I began eagerly to think whether boys in any 
of their games were wont to sing such words : but I could 
not remember ever to have heard them. Then, checking my 
tears, I arose, gathering that this was nothing less than a 
Divine Command to open the Holy Scriptiu^s, and read the 
first chapter which I nught find, ... I seized them, I 
opened them, and I read in silence the chapter which my 

D 
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Church, through its Bishops and Priests, its 
Creeds and Prayers, is specially to be listened 
for, since Jesus Himself has told us, that, if ^ 
a man neglect to hear the Church, "he is to 
be to us as an heathen man." Is it not a 
terrible thing to imperil the unity of the Body, 
the soundness of the faith ? Could I dare to 
go, even once in my whole life, into a dissenter's 
meeting-house ? and if I know it would be 
a sin in me to do so, how can I stand up here, 
and say that it would be safe, that it would 
be otherwise than dangerous, for yovj 1 The 
Church, and the Church only, gives us the whole 
^^t^ of faith. 

4. And, connected with this, there is another 
thought. In the verse which we are consider- 
ing, and in that which precedes, as in the closing 
verses of S. Matthew's Gospel, Our Lord seems 
to direct us rather, to the spoken teaching, than 
to the written word. And does not this remind 

eyes first met : * Not in surfeiting and drunkenness, not in 
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying ; but 
put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision 
for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.' It was enough. 
Directly I had finished this sentence, the light of liberty 
poured into my heart, and all the darkness of doubt fled 
from me." But then S. Augustine had been many years 
searching for truth, and his faith henceforth was the faith 
of the Church. 
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us that precious as the Scriptures are, beyond 
all price, we need also, especially for the young, 
teaching by word of mouth? And so we see 
how valuable the Catechimi of the Church is — 
drawn up as it is by the Church, in accord- 
ance with the Scriptures — approved by the 
wisdom and experience of successive generations 
of Christian Churchmen — and commended to us 
that we should impart it to our children. I 
think that Churchmen and Churchwomen (I do 
not speak of those whose training has been diflfe- 
rent) — ^but that members of the Church must 
be mad, if they are ready, for the sake of 
getting a compulsory education, to give up the 
Church Catechism. What would it be to have 
all the light of secular learning, and to be void 
of that faith which can only be sound, if it is 
complete as the Church has received it? 

5. Brethren, these are all means to an end. 
The end itself is actually necessary for us, for 
without faith (not as we think of it, but as the 
Lord has revealed it) it is impossible to please 
God. May it be granted to each of us in its 
fulness, and may we strive and pray for it, 
above everything else! let me attend to the 
words of the King who will be my Judge — the 
words of the Lord my Eedeemer, my Prophet, 
and my Friend, who gave me that warning in 

D 2 
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order to lead me to this promise — ^the words of 
my Great High Priest, who tells me in His 
Scriptures, and certifies me by the writing of 
His own precious Blood, that if I believe and 
am baptized, I "shall be saved.** 
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S. John iii. 5. 

^^Jems answered, Verily^ verily , I my unto tkee^ Except a 
man be bom of water and of the Spirit^ he cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of GodJ^ 

rpHE word of the Son of God comes to us very 
-■- often so strangely mingled with the "con- 
fused noise " of men, or so sadly marred by the im- 
perfect utterance of the human instruments which 
convey it to us, that His loving voice is set aside 
or wrangled about, and His wise and merciful 
exhortations, which were intended for the health 
of our souLs, become to us an occasion of offence. 
So it may have been, my friends, last Sunday, 
when speaking, not only as a minister to his 
people, but also as a Churchman to Churchmen, I 
thought it my duty, in laying stress, in my Master's 
Name, on the absolute necessity of faith, to point 
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out to you some of the reasons which tend in 
these days, according to my judgment, to unsettle 
our faith. 

Among these I reckoned then, as I reckon now, 
our unhappy divisions, and the habit of break- 
ing off from the Church of our forefathers ; and 
I said to you, as I say again, that " the Church, 
and the Church only, gives us the whole rule of 
faith." How could I say otherwise, when I believe 
that confirmation, or the laying on of hands, as 
being one of the principles of the doctrine of 
Christ,! Js part of that rule ; and that ordination 
by Bishops^ — as maintained by each generation of 
Christians for 1500 years — is part of that rule; 
and that ministerial power to absolve — as granted 
by our LoftD HimseK to men of like passions 
with us who are over you to-day — is part of that 
rule ; and that the general necessity of the two 
sacraments, as ordained by Christ, is part of that 
rule ; while yet all these are ignored, in that sense, 
by all religious bodies except the Church ? 

How, I repeat, could I say otherwise, especially 
as I am convinced that the only right way to the 

^ See Heb. vi. 1, 2. 

' As to the change of name from Apostle to Bishop, and 
from Bishop to Presbyter, the writer ventures to refer to a 
small publication of his own, entitled, "The Union of 
Bishops and Presbyters a Divine safeguard for the Christian 
Laity." (Mozley and Smith.) 
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unity which we so earnestly desire, is the declara- 
tion of the whole counsel of God, of all the 
principles of the truth as it is in Jesus ? 

Yet it should be very far indeed from our pur- 
pose to make those sad whom the Lord hath not 
made sad, and if we are supposed to have told 
those who dissent from us, that, because they dis- 
sent, they cannot be saved, or that they must of 
course be greater sinners than we are, it is much 
to be regretted. 

Many a dissenter, doubtless, is as near to God as 
you or I ; and our own salvation depends so much 
on the Lord's merciful judgment, that we should 
be very slow to condemn any one else whatsoever. 
But not on that account should we shrink from 
declaring that schism is, in itseK, a sin, (as indeed 
we acknowledge, when, in the Litany, we pray to 
be delivered from it,) nor when persons, with all 
good intentions, invite us, as we have been invited, 
to join in services for united prayer at a meeting- 
house, must we, for the sake of a little cheap 
popularity, give up, or suffer you, without a warn" 
ing, to give up. the principles which have been 
intrusted to us as members of the Catholic Church 
of Christ. 

God forbid, indeed, that we should ever make 
this pulpit, as it has been called, a "coward's 
castle," or preach to you, as from an unassailable 
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vantage ground, what we would not also preach 
in the streets and yards of our towns, or uphold 
privately in argument with any one who should 
ask us to render a reason. 

But for aU that, we who bear the great 
Captain's Commission, are bound to "reprove, 
rebuke, exhort, with all authority,"^ and to speak 
with clearness and decision. 

" For, if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, 
who wiU prepare himseK to the battle," ^ and if we 
compromise anything which we ought, as one man, 
to fight for, or if we allow ourselves to say that 
division and separation are right and safe, how 
shall we ever close our ranks against the advanc- 
ing lines of the infidel host ? 

It is most true that there will be " no sect in 
Heaven," but for that very reason there should be 
no sect on earth, and those who have parted from 
us, should return to us ; those who left us in the 
days of our coldness, should rejoin us now that 
there is at least some fire of love among us ; those 
who have weakened us, by carrying off from us 
some who love the Lohd Jesus Christ in sin- 
cerity, should strengthen us, in these days of 
anxiety and care, by restoring to us that fervour 
and those principles which we cannot iafiford to be 
without. 
1 2 Tim. iv. 2. « 1 Cor. xiv. 8.] 



BAPTISM. 41 

If the Baptists would come back, insisting first 
that there should be immersion, in the Church of 
England, there would be immersion, in the Church 
of England, as indeed, singular to say, her Prayer- 
Book does already make dipping the mhy pouring 
the exception} 

And if the Wesleyans would come back, but on 
condition that there should be proper discipline in 
the Church of England, there would again be such 
discipline in the Church of England, for her 
Prayer-Book reminds us that " the restoration of 
discipline is much to be wished." ^ 

And if the Independents would come back, 
though not without urging that the congregation 
should at least have a voice as to keeping out an 
immoral or incompetent Minister, the Church of 
England would soon be cleared of its abuses in 
the sale of presentations and benefices. 

And if the Society of Friends would come 
back, not insisting, except in those persevering 
prayers with God which they know so well, 
that there may be in the members, ay and in the 
ministers of the Church, more of that holy still- 
ness and silence of the soul, more of that quiet 
waiting upon God, more of that spirit of peace 

1 See both the Offices for Public Baptism, in the Book of 
Common Prayer. 
* See the Commination Service. 
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even towards those who would make war against 
US, more of that reverence for " the inner light/' 
then should we and they together in the Church 
grow more and more in these blessed graces, and 
help one another to become in very deed the 
Friends of God. 

And, in the meanwhile, brethren, let us, as 
Churchmen, look to it well, that we hold fast, 
with thorough consistency both of belief and of 
practice, all those things which are freely given to 
us of God, all those privileges which may be ours 
in Christ Jesus, all those truths which He 
has revealed to us by His own unerring lips, or 
by the utterance of men inspired by his Holy 
Spirit. And let us, throughout these solemn 
subjects which we are considering together, seek 
not to be judges of our Divine Lord's teaching, 
nor even critics of His fallible and most imperfect 
messengers, but rather, hearers of His Word, 
^owever hard at first to our understanding,) and 
believers, intent upon the doing of His Will, 
though it be, in the outset, difficult or painful 
to us. 

With regard to that which is before us this 
evening, we must remember that His doctrine 
a-bout the sacraments has always given occasion 
to doubtings and disputations among men, ever 
since the day when Nicodemus asked in astonish- 
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ment, "How can these things be?"^ and when, in 
the synagogue of Capernaum, some of the very 
disciples exclaimed : " This is an hard saying : 
who can hear it?"^ 

Yet none the less has that teaching of His, 
with all its mysteriousness, been accepted by the 
Christian Church, in simple reliance on His 
wisdom, who spake that which He knew, and as 
beUeving in His merciful desire to give us those 
things which be profitable for us, in His own 
wonderful way. 

May we learn to sit, in this spirit, at His feet, 
and hear His word ! 

If " a master in Israel" did not know at first 
the things which Jesus testified to him, assuredly 
there is required from us the greatest attention, 
the most thorough teachableness, when His wit- 
ness is declared to us. 

Notice then, first, the context in which the 
sacred words before us are found. Nicodemus, in 
coming to Jesus by night, (as many of us do 
when we are afraid of men,) begins by acknow- 
ledging the Lord as a teacher come from God, 
just as the rationalists do now, who see nothing 
more than this in Christ. 

But the answer takes up the avowal : " If I am 
a Teacher, hear what I have to teacL" It is 

* S. John iii. 9. * S. John vi. 60. 
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not learning, but life, that is wanted for the 
Messiah's Kingdom; and life must begin with 
birth; "Except a man be bom again, he cannot 
see the Kingdom of GoD."^ 

The ruler cavils at this : " How can a man 
be born when he is an old man? Can his 
mother give birth to him a second time?" 

Then comes the "Verily, verily," again; and 
now there is what we must call a clearer reply 
to the questioner : for when a man does not 
understand what is said to him, you of course 
put it more plainly. 

So our Lord: "A man must be born of 
water and of the Spirit, if he would enter into 
the kingdom of God," 

Did the Jews know anything about water- 
baptism ? Most certainly they did. For they 
had the baptism by which proselytes were 
received into the Jewish religion;^ and they 

1 Alpord, in loco. 

* " There is an universal agreement among later Jewish 
writers that all the Israelites were brought into covenant 
with God by circumcision, baptism, and sacrifice, and that 
the same ceremonies were necessary in admitting proselytes." 
So Maimonides, Issure Biah., cap. 13. It should be added 
that men, women, and children, were all baptized, and 
either two or three witnesses were required to be present." 
See Smith's Diet, of the Bible — referring to Lightfoot, 
xi. 5t3. 
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had the baptism of John, of which he himself 
said, "I indeed baptize you with water."^ 

And one was coming who should baptize with 
the Holy Ghost. And here is that Holy One, 
declaring that though He too wiU baptize with 
water, it will. not be with water onlyy but with 
the Holy Spirit also — ^He will keep the outward 
means, which is so beautifully and so evidently 
symbolical of the spiritual cleansing; but He 
will give with and through this the inward 
grace as well — the grace of God the ^ Holy 
Ghost. 

That our Lord did not mean, by this verse, 
only the spiritual washing, and that He did 
mean what the Church understands by it, may 
be shown thus: First, as our great Divine, 
Eichard Hooker, states, " of all the ancient there 
is not one to be named that ever did otherwise 
either expound or allege the place than as 
implying external Baptism."^ 

Secondly. S. Paul, in his Epistle to Titus, 
writes that according to God's mercy He saved us 
not only by the " renewing of the Holy Ghost," 
but also "by the washing of Eegeneration," or 
as the original has it, by the lath or font of Re- 
generation or new Birth.* 

^ S. Matt. iii. 11. " Eccl Pol v. 59. 3. 

* Titus iii. 6. 
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Thirdly. The matter is made clearer still by 
our Lord having allowed water to be used at His 
own Baptism, though, on the one hand, He 
received not therein the Spirit by measure, as we 
do, but in His fulness ;^ and, on the other hand. 
He needed not, as we do, every one of us, the new 
birth, being Himself heavenly as God, sinless 
as Man. 

Fourthly. Is it not absolutely proved by the 
very first thing which He did after this conversa- 
tion, or at least the very next act of His, which is 
recorded in the Gospel ? If you look at the 22nd 
verse, you will see, that " after these things, came 
Jesus and His disciples into the land of Judsea ; 
and there He tarried with them and baptised;" 
and if you compare with this the 23rd and 26th 
verses, you find that outwardly our Lord's way of 
baptising must have been the same as the baptism 
of John : those who observed loth, saw no difference 
"between them. 

Fifthly. If it be objected, that this could not 
but be, because the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given, as Jesus was not yet glorified, the answer 
must be, that even after our Lord's parting com- 
mand to His Apostles that they should go and 
make disciples of all nations, by baptising them — 
and after the Holy Ghost had come down from 

1 S. John iil. 34. 
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Heaven, vjater was still retained, as we notice in 
the case of the Ethiopian,^ and specially in that 
memorable word of S. Peter, " can any man forbid 
water that these should not be baptized, which 
have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?"^ 

And so, regarding the matter from first to last, 
must we not own, that " Baptism, complete, with 
water and the Spirit, is the admission into the 
Kingdom of God ?"» 

And thus we are brought back to that which 
was suggested before — ^that the Kingdom of God 
is already upon Earth, and that its name is the 
Church of Christ, and that our entrance into 
this as into a Kingdom of Grace ^ is preparatory 
to, and granted us in token of, our reception into 
that Kingdom of Glory ^ which shall be ours in 
Christ if we vm His grace. Do not then let us 
marvel that He says to us, " Ye (for the stress is 
on that word) ye must be born again. — I am 
from above and need it not; but you — ^all of 
you — ^are born only of the flesh, and a new and 
higher condition is necessary for you." 

We gaze upon the little infant, and say, what a 
picture of innocence ; but it is only a picture, for 
the child is only born of the flesh — ^born in sin, 
and it must be born again ; and so we take it to 

^ Acts viii. 36. » Acts x. 47. 

' Alford, Noie/i on S, John iii. 5. 
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be baptized, apparently by the minister, really by 
Christ Himself,^ who bade us bring the little 
children unto Him for His Blessing, and did bless 
them then without Baptism, as He had not yet 
ordained it, and will bless them now in Bap- 
tism, because He has ordained it. 

We meet the careless man who has never been 
baptized, and we have to say to him, " you mvst 
be bom again— but remember, since you are no 
longer a child, you wiU need something first — ^true 
repentance and real faith," 

We approach the converted man^ who has never 
been baptized — ^we approach him, humbly of 
course, and not with any show of superiority, 
because our daily life {although we are baptized), 
is so much less earnest and consistent than his ; 
and to him too we say, "you must be bom 
again : your conversion does not take the place 
of your regeneration; your change of heart has 
come before your change of condition ; and 
for that very reason, you must not stop short of 
that which Christ requires of us all, not only 
as a token of our outward discipleship," but 
also as a "sure witness and effectual sign of 

^ For "Jesus Himself ^^^ even when He dwelt on earth, 
" baptized not, but his disciples," as the evangelist tells us 
in the very next chapter to that in which the text is written^ 
S. John iv, 1, 2. 

* On this expression^ see anUf p. 9, note 1. 
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Grace, and God's good will toward us, by the 
which He doth work invisibly in us, and doth 
not only quicken, but also strengthen and confirm 
our faith in Him."^ 

We visit the old man, who lies a djing, and he 
tells us that he has never been baptized — ^and 
then we say also to him, " You must be bom 
again : is there anything which hinders you to be 
baptized — ^any unrepented sin which you could 
now confess — any lack of faith in that Holy, 
Blessed, and Glorious Trinity whose Name is to 
be named over you? Nothing else need hinder 
you to be baptized ; and if you repent, and believe 
with all your heart, you may. The Fountain is 
opened for you." 

What is at the root of all this anxiety, which 
not only drives the clergyman out in the dark 
night to urge some soul to be baptized or to bring 
his children to Baptism, but which also weighs 
upon the mind of a young boy or a full-grown 
man and makes him come and say, " I have not 
been baptized?" 

Surely the conviction, drawn simply and solely 
from Christ's own words, which He would never 
have spoken to deceive us — ^that wilful rejection 
of Christian Baptism is like wilful rejection of 
Christ, and that if we wilfully continue unbap- 

^ Article xxv. 

£ 
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tized, we place ourselves outside the visible Church, 
outside the Kingdom of Heaven. 

It is this wilful rejection of His ordinance 
which Jesus here condemns — this wilful refusal 
to seek, for our children and for ourselves, the 
blessings promised to us and to our children, 
through His very simple though most solemn 
way. If owing to no fault of yours, some little 
one has passed away unchristened, it is not for us 
to trouble you. If, after all that has been urged, 
you still do not see the necessity of having 
your children baptized, I can only warn you 
once again, and leave you to the working of His 
warning. If, through circumstances of early 
training, you who are come to maturity unbap- 
tized, can satisfy yourself, as in God's sight, that 
you can continue thus to the end, I cannot judge 
you, for I am no judge, but a servant, wishing 
only to save your soul. 

But if you will not come, because you are 
ashamed — if you shrink from this Baptism 
because you will not give up your special 
sins — if through some fear or fancy you will 
not bring your children, though you know you 
ought to do so— if you will not even, like the 
noble Bereans,^ search the Scriptures daily 
whether these things, which we tell you are very 

^ Acts xvii. 11. 
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important, are really so — ^then, servant as I 
am, I am obliged to tell you that you will be 
lost — shut out from the people of God — ^not 
merely for your neglect of Baptism, but be- 
cause you have neither faith nor love, neither a 
penitent nor an obedient heart.^ 

Ay, and are we, the rest, humble enough to 
consider well the purpose of our Eedeemer 
herein — careful enough to look into ourselves for 
the evidences of that life in the Spirit, which has 
indeed its first bestowal in our Baptism, but 
which is afterwards shown, and shown only, by 
our walking in the Spirit ?2 

May God enable us to weigh these thoughts 
so far as they are in accordance with His will ! 

1. Birth is but a beginning, after all — not 
even, in itself, an awakening. All things indeed 
are .become new to the baptized — but he does not 
realize them for many a day, any more than the 
new-born babe takes in, with those wondering 
eyes, the glorious marvels of God's Earth and 
Sky in His lower though beautiful Creation. He 
has put on the new man, but the deeds of the old 
have yet to be mortified in a difficult and life-long 
submission. How much lies before us I 

1 " Unbelief — that is, the rejection of the Gospel in heart 
and life — shall condemn a man, whether baptized or un- 
bapiized." Alford. See ante, p. 21. ^ q^j y 25. 

E 2 
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2. Yes, and next, how much we have to 
answer for! 

Baptism has been well tenned " the Sacrament 
of Eesponsibility,"^ because it not only conveys to 
us the Grace of the Spirit, but makes us answer- 
able for its exercise, fearfully blameworthy if we 
neglect to stir it up, liable to eternal condemnation 
if we defile ourselves in spite of it. If, in our 
great English families, the old French motto is 
buch a needful one, " Noblesse oblige/^ how much 
more should we be on our guard not to stain the 
nobQity of our kindred, adopted as we are into 
the very family of God, and made partakers of 
the Divine Nature 1^ 

" Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear 
children."^ 

3. But again, as we so press on, how wholesome 
is the humiliation which we experience in the 
recollection that all our work is of God, and not 
of us ! If our very birth is of the Spirit, how 
entirely is He the quickener of our I'ffel If in 
Christ only we can have our regeneration, how 
necessary is it for us to remember, after we have 
done all, that all is of His Grace ! The Scripture 

1 Rev. M. F. Sadler, to whom Churchmen (and among 
them many probably who were Nonconformists) owe a great 
debt of gratitude. 

« 2 S. Pet. L 4. 3 Eph. v. 1. 
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speaks agaiu : " Not of yourselves : it is the 
Gift of G0D."i 

4. Yet, once more, if in Cheist and in His 
Spirit we begin, so also must we go on. Our 
whole life now, with all its toil and all its 
refreshment, all its temptations and all its 
struggles, must have reference to that Worthy 
Name wherewith we are named — that Holy Lord 
who has joined us to Himself. As, to be brought 
near to Jesus, is, as far as God's purpose i«» 
concerned, to be a learner in His school, so, when 
we are bom of God, it is in order that we may 
live as His sons and daughters, brethren and 
sisters of that Beloved Son, whom, when we join 
the brotherhood in faith, we recognize as One 
infinitely more than a teacher, really "the Only 
Begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth." 2 

Then, at last, we know in Whom we have 
believed, and why we. have been baptized. Then, 
we learn, even in smallest matters, to live and 
move as His very members; then our body 
is a sacred thing, for it is actually dedicated to 
Him, actually incorporated with Him; then our 
mind advances in a wonderful activity, as taught 
of Him, and united with him, and raised in Him 
to the heavenly places ; then our spirit moves in 

^ Eph. il 8. ^ » S. John i. 14. 
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harmouy with His Spirit, for the Spirit itself 
beareth witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God} 

And so, with body, soul, and spirit we learn to 
go forward to our inheritance, labouring and 
suffering with Christ here, " that we may be also 
glorified together." 

5. Finally, brethren, we shall see as we are 
deepened in the really spiritual life, how intimate 
is the connection between the sacramental gifts of 
grace and the soul's gradual progress homeward. 
The memorial of the Baptismal water must go with 
us all through our pilgrimage, lest we forget our 
heavenly washing (which was once for all) and 
our constant need of cleansing in the Precious 
Blood. The remembrance of what the Holy 
Ghost has wrought for us is to abide with us 
each day and night, so that we may know how 
awfully true it is that we belong to Him, and that 
even our body is His dwelling-place. His humble 
yet marvellous sanctuary. The Cross with which 
Christ sealed us is meant to be a continual token 
of the unearthly faith which He requires of us, 
the crucified and serious life which must be ours, 
if we would be indeed His, at His coming. 

And if the careful walking in the narrow 
way which is thus suggested to us, should ever 

^ Rom. viiL 16. 
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oflPend us, let us recollect that we have here 
the very rule, both in command and in 
example, of Him who loved us. Or if at any- 
time, even the preaching of Baptism should 
seem to our reason, or to our self-regard, 
difficult of hearty acceptance, we must bear in 
mind that Jesus never spoke unmeaning 
sentences, and that it is perilous to explain 
them away. Much of the teaching which we 
have rmist be severe and strict, passing man's 
understanding, and trying terribly man's faith. 
But what of that, if it be the doctrine of 
the Lord our Saviour, the word of the Son of 
God? 



IV. 

CHRISTIAN RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
S. Matt. v. 20. 

" For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye 
shall in no case enter into the Kingdom of Heaven,^^ 

TjIEW texts are better known than this: yet 
-^ how little we act upon it ! how feebly 
we aim at that fuller and more thorough 
holiness, which has been pronounced by our 
Lord's lips absolutely necessary for us ! Is it 
not too common to find those who have been, 
in a measure, converted from sin, either 
careless in the pursuit of tliat religion which 
should leaven a man's whole after-life, or else 
despising others in such a way as to prove 
how distant they themselves still are from the 
lowliness of Christ ? Is it not our own 
experience that faith, as entrusted to us, has 
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been rather something to excite our feelings for 
a while, than a Divine principle of action, 
constraining ns to the patient earnest work of 
love? Are we not, as baptized Christians, 
fearfully conscious of the difference between our 
new birth and our present life, ay, and even our 
falls from grace, again and again repeated, at the 
very time perhaps when we were blaming others 
for remaining unbaptized ? May God enable us 
once more to recollect that the Author of our 
faith is also our Pattern for Holiness — ^that He who 
began in us the workings of repentance leads us 
also, if we will be led, to the workings of fruit- 
fulness — that He who comilianded us to be 
baptized, did so on purpose that we might 
observe all things whatsoever He has com- 
manded,^ and consecrate ourselves, our souls 
and bodies, to His service. 

God the Son came (so He tells us Himself) 
not to destroy the Law or the prophets, but to 
fulfil them: that is, to fill out the meaning of 
God's holy wiU and commandments as revealed 
therein, and to teach men to keep these in a 
stricter way and in a better spirit. 

How necessary it had become to give this 
teaching we know from the fact, implied in 
the text, that the Scribes, who professed to 

^ S. Matt. xxYiii. 19, 20. 
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explain the Word of God, and the Pharisees, 
who counted themselves scrupulous observers 
thereof, were only conforming to the letter, 
while they neglected its higher and deeper 
rules — "judgment, mercy, and faith." ^ Claim- 
ing to be instructors, they had failed to 
instruct even themselves : wishing to be 
esteemed righteous, they had no true righteous- 
ness to be esteemed for. 

It needed the Presence of the Great 
Searcher of hearts to expose all this hoUowness 
and hypocrisy, and to draw the anxious souls, 
which were hungering and thirsting for some- 
thing better, to an ideal which they could 
realize, however high, and to an example which 
they could imitate, however holy. 

In one sense. He gave the needful teaching 
first, and then showed men how they might 
observe it ; for His public ministry began with 
preaching, not only in the Sermon on the Mount, 
but also in the synagogues and in the streets, 
and then went on, amid miracles, prophecies, 
parables, promises, to commend Eeligion by 
the blessed steps of His own most holy life. 

In another sense. His personal obedience 
came long before, and could afterwards be 
appealed to as illustrating His discourses and 

1 S. Matt, xxiii. 23. 
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exhortations: for He had spent years and years 
in the hard work of the carpenter's trade, and 
in the daily discipline of subjection to others, 
ere He spake to the mind and conscience of His 
hearers, and taught them the blessedness of 
serving God. 

It was from His lips, tlien, that this 
solemn teaching issued which is brought before 
us to-day : it was His Life (tempted though 
He was in all points like as we are), which 
proved to us that it is thoroughly possible for 
any one in our flesh and blood to walk close 
to God, conquering sin and perfecting holiness 
in His faith and fear. 

Bearing tJiis in mind, and recollecting also 
that our Lokd warns us from His actual 
knowledge of what shall be in His own king- 
dom, let us dwell for a short space on this 
verse of the Gospel — this verse, which is the 
text, as it were, for all the rest of the Sermon, 
and which the Sermon itself will therefore 
thoroughly explain. 

1. In the first place, it is evident that the 
religion of Christians is to be a very strict 
one. It is not only that we are to have a 
righteousness, but that this righteousness of ours 
is to be, through Christ, excellent. Most 
profitable is it for us, that this discourse of 
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His has been left to us. Might we not other- 
wise fancy, that so long as we trust in Him, 
we need not be very particular about our life? 
But so far from that, we have not one word 
throughout the Sermon, on the need of faith. 

That seems very strange, you say. 

But the truth is, most of our Lord's teach- 
ing is connected with faith in Him. All His 
teaching, of course, is the teaching of a 
Saviour: for He came to save us from our 
sins, and not only from the punishment of sin: 
He was not only the revealer of the wrath of 
God against impenitent sinners, but also of 
that holiness which we may attain through 
Him. And so, while, later on, when His 
Atoning Death was nearer, He fixed our 
thoughts and hopes upon Himself, the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sins of the world, 
and bade us believe in Him as weU as in His 
Father.^ His earlier doctrine was, like that of 
His human forerunners, a call to earnestness, to 
the thoroughly conscientious work of a believer's 
life — that life which we should not indeed try 
to spend unless we were believers, but which 
yet looks as much on the Pattern of Christ^ 
as on His Sacrifice — in which we learn not 

^ S. John xiv. 1. 
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merely to call Him "Lord," but to do also the 
things which He says. 

2. But there is more than this. For it is 
the spirit of acceptable Eeligion of which 
Jesus here so specially reminds us. For what 
is intended by the righteousness of which He 
speaks? Not, surely, a mere compliance with 
the letter of the law, nor yet a punctilious 
attention to its smallest rules, but rather a deep 
and thorough purity of heart and life. True, 
that this would show itself sometimes in the 
performance of little duties, as, at other times, 
in those great and striking acts of self-sacrifice 
which, mark the Christian's readiness to listen 
to the Voice of God, and to do His bidding, 
come what will. True, that the Christian's 
diligent care is ever given to the plain Com- 
mandments of God, and that to the keeping of 
these he will devote himself. True, that he 
will never set aside any one of these commands, 
remembering that if he were to keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he would 
be guilty of all.^ Yet these very commandments 
of the Most High embody for him God's one 
best Law, the law of love — that thorough love 
which "is the fulfilling of the Law."^ And 
therefore every commandment is, for him, 

^ S James IL 10. * Rom. xiii. 10. 
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His has been left to us. Might we not other- 
wise fancy, that so long as we trust in Him, 
we need not be very particular about our life? 
But so far from that, we have not one word 
throughout the Sermon, on the need of faith. 

That seems very strange, you say. 

But the truth is, most of our Lord's teach- 
ing is connected with faith in Him. All His 
teaching, of course, is the teaching of a 
Saviour: for He came to save us from our 
sins, and not only from the punishment of sin: 
He was not only the revealer of the wrath of 
God against impenitent sinners, but also of 
that holiness which we may attain through 
Him. And so, while, later on, when His 
Atoning Death was nearer. He fixed our 
thoughts and hopes upon Himself, the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sins of the world, 
and bade us believe in Him as weU as in His 
Father.^ His earlier doctrine was, like that of 
His human forerunners, a call to earnestness, to 
the thoroughly conscientious work of a believer's 
life — that life which we should not indeed try 
to spend unless we were believers, but which 
yet looks as much on the Pattern of Christ 
as on His Sacrifice — in which we learn not 

^ S. John xiv. 1. 
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merely to call Him "Lord," but to do also the 
things which He says. 

2. But there is more than this. For it is 
the spirit of acceptable Eeligion of which 
Jesus here so specially reminds us. For what 
is intended by the righteousness of which He 
speaks? Not, surely, a mere compliance with 
the letter of the law, nor yet a punctilious 
attention to its smallest rules, but rather a deep 
and thorough purity of heart and life. True, 
that this would show itself sometimes in the 
performance of little duties, as, at other times, 
in those great and striking acts of self-sacrifice 
which, mark the Christian's readiness to listen 
to the Voice of God, and to do His bidding, 
come what will. True, that the Christian's 
diligent care is ever given to the plain Com- 
mandments of God, and that to the keeping of 
these he will devote himself. True, that he 
will never set aside any one of these commands, 
remembering that if he were to keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he would 
be guilty of all.^ Yet these very commandments 
of the Most High embody for him God's one 
best Law, the law of love — that thorough love 
which "is the fulfilling of the Law."^ And 
therefore every commandment is, for him, 

^ S James iL 10. * Eom. xiii. 10. 
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His has been left to us. Might we not other- 
wise fancy, that so long as we trust in Him, 
we need not be very particular about our life? 
But so far from that, we have not one word 
throughout the Sermon, on the need of faith. 

That seems very strange, you say. 

But the truth is, most of our Lord's teach- 
ing is connected with faith in Him. All His 
teaching, of course, is the teaching of a 
Saviour: for He came to save us from our 
sins, and not only from the punishment of sin: 
He was not only the revealer of the wrath of 
God against impenitent sinners, but also of 
that holiness which we may attain through 
Him. And so, while, later on, when His 
Atoning Death was nearer. He fixed our 
thoughts and hopes upon Himself, the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sins of the world, 
and bade us believe in Him as weU as in Hi> 
Father.^ His earlier doctrine was, like that of 
His human forerunners, a call to earnestness, to 
the thoroughly conscientious work of a believer's 
life — that life which we should not indeed try 
to spend unless we were believers, but which 
yet looks as much on the Pattern of Christ 
as on His Sacrifice — in which we learn not 

^ S. John xiv. 1. 
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merely to call Him "Lord," but to do also the 
things which He says. 

2. But there is more than this. For it is 
the spirit of acceptable Religion of which 
Jesus here so specially reminds us. For what 
is intended by the righteousness of which He 
speaks? Not, surely, a mere compliance with 
the letter of the law, nor yet a pimctilious 
attention to its smallest rules, but rather a deep 
and thorough purity of heart and lifa True, 
that this would show itself sometimes in the 
performance of little duties, as, at other times, 
in those great and striking acts of self-sacrifice 
which, mark the Christian's readiness to listen 
to the Voice of God, and to do His bidding, 
come what will. True, that the Christian's 
diligent care is ever given to the plain Com- 
mandments of God, and that to the keeping of 
these he will devote himself. True, that he 
will never set aside any one of these commands, 
remembering that if he were to keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he would 
be guilty of all.^ Yet these very commandments 
of the Most High embody for him God's one 
best Law, the law of love — ^that thorough love 
which "is the fulfilling of the Law."^ And 
therefore every commandment is, for him, 

^ S James iL 10. ^ Rom. xiii. 10. 
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His has been left to us. Might we not other- 
wise fancy, that so long as we trust in Him, 
we need not be very particular about our life? 
But so far from that, we have not one word 
throughout the Sermon, on the need of faith. 

That seems very strange, you say. 

But the truth is, most of our Lord's teach- 
ing is connected with faith in Him. All His 
teaching, of course, is the teaching of a 
Saviour: for He came to save us from our 
sins, and not only from the punishment of sin: 
He was not only the revealer of the wrath of 
God against impenitent sinners, but also of 
that holiness which we may attain through 
Him. And so, while, later on, when His 
Atoning Death was nearer. He fixed our 
thoughts and hopes upon Himself, the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sins of the world, 
and bade us believe in Him as weU as in His 
Father.^ His earlier doctrine was, like that of 
His human forerunners, a call to earnestness, to 
the thoroughly conscientious work of a believer's 
life — that life which we should not indeed try 
to spend unless we were believers, but which 
yet looks as much on the Pattern of Christ 
as on His Sacrifice — in which we learn not 

^ S. John xiv. 1. 
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merely to call Him "Lord," but to do also the 
things which He says. 

2. But there is more than this. For it is 
the spirit of acceptable Eeligion of which 
Jesus here so specially reminds us. For what 
is intended by the righteousness of which He 
speaks? Not, surely, a mere compliance with 
the letter of the law, nor yet a punctilious 
attention to ifcs smallest rules, but rather a deep 
and thorough purity of heart and Ufa True, 
that this would show itself sometimes in the 
performance of little duties, as, at other times, 
in those great and striking acts of self-sacrifice 
which mark the Christian's readiness to listen 
to the Voice of God, and to do His bidding, 
come what will. True, that the Christian's 
diligent care is ever given to the plain Com- 
mandments of God, and that to the keeping of 
these he will devote himself. True, that he 
will never set aside any one of these commands, 
remembering that if he were to keep the whole 
law, and yet offend in one point, he would 
be guilty of all.^ Yet these very commandments 
of the Most High embody for him God's one 
best Law, the law of love — that thorough love 
which "is the fulfilling of the Law."^ And 
therefore every commandment is, for him, 

^ S James ii. 10. * Rom. xiii. 10. 
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S. Luke xxi 36. 

'* Waich ye therefore and pray always, that ye may he 
counted worthy to escape all those things which shall come 
to pasSy and to stand hefore the Son of manJ*^ 

QUCH strictness of heart and life, of word 
'^ and thought — such thorough obedience as 
that which our Lord enjoins upon us, cannot 
of course be attained without God's special 
grace, and we know, from Holy Scripture, that 
for this we mu^ learn at all times to call, by 
diligent prayer. 

But we might at first sight think that prayer 
is not among the things which Jesus declares 
to be necessary for our salvation. The verse 
indeed which we have written for us here, does 
give us a charge from Him, that if we would 
escape the awful horrors of the judgment day. 
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and stand in our lot before Him, blameless and 
.confident, we must be, in every season, praying. 
And one of His most encouraging though most 
alarming Parables was spoken "to this end 
that men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint "^ Still, we seem to find no such word 
as this, Verily, verily I say unto you, if ye 
do not pray, ye cannot live. Is it so then, 
that this is not so much a duty, as those 
other matters? Can we suppose, that here at 
least we are left to our own choice, and that 
prayer is rather among the counsels of per- 
fection, than among the essential things of 
Christ's religion? 

Far otherwise, my friends : surely it is not 
merely the poetical figure of an English hymn, 
which tells us, that 

*^ Prayer is the spirit's vital breath.'* 

Eather, it is a divine truth, drawn from the 
full testimony of the Sacred Scriptures. 
Majestic figures pass before us in those records 
of old, — men of faith, women of patience, sor- 
rowful penitents, souls taught by the severe and 
loving discipline of God. What do we mark in 
them aU? This, if anything, this communing 
with the Lord of Heaven — this awful, reverent, 

^ S. Luke xviii 1. 
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eontiiiual readiness to listen to Him and to 
speak to- Him — ^this habit of prayer, which 
makes Hioch walk with God, and A1)raham 
live as the frieiKl of God„ and Hanoiah pour 
out her heart before God, and Jacob hold by 
the ladder of 6oD„ and Moses keep up constant 
intercouTse with God — this lule of life,, which 
Koah maintained in his hc^y obedient feax,, and 
Daniel and Ezra and Jeremiah amid all the 
dangers and temptations of their captirity, and 
Job in his long endarance„ and Hezekiah when 
the enemy compaissed him around! — this Heayeu- 
sent instinct, to which DaTid retmrmed in his 
deep repentance,, and Jonah '^in the midst of 
the sea„" and Eliezer after hi& prosperous journey,* 
and !Kehemiah in each anxiety and success* 
In all these of whom we read, prayer is evi- 
dently a part of their true self: it i& a sign of 
the life within. 

They are not toli to do this, any more than 
we telt a man to breathe : only,, as this is of 
nature, so that is of grace. What wondcar then„ 
that in the Xew Testament we should have 
more about prayer? or what wonder, on the 
other hand, that our Lord should, as it were^ 
take it for granted in general, thoiagh now and 
again specially exhorting us to it, and uj!ging 

^ Ckik xxiT. 12» 2«> 42, 4&> 52. 
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us to ask in His Name, "As in the Old 
Testament way of holiness the problem had 
ever been to learn better how to pray, so also we 
have, in the practice of prayer in the Name of 
Jesus, the only way of progress towards perfect 
holiness, knowledge, and joy of heart."* And 
thus it is not only true, that " aU the discourses, 
exhortations, and encouragements of our Lord 
find their ultimate aim in directing us to per- 
fect prayer,"* but also that in His Mind ancj 
teaching prayer is presupposed, just as He takes 
up the acknowledged principle, that almsgiving 
and fasting belong to the duty of man : if there 
it is, "when ye fast," or "when thou doest 
ahns," we find it here too, "thou when thou 
prayest," or, "when ye pray." 

And then, how He presses it home upon us, 
if at least we do call ourselves His disciples ! — 
Would we be delivered from temptation ? 
we must "watch and pray."^ Would we know 
what to do with those who despitefully use us? 
we must pray for them.* Do we desire that 
the work of the Church should be better done ? 
we are to "pray the Lord of the harvest that 
He would send forth labourers into His harvest."^ 

* Stier, Bedm Jesu, voL vi. p. 392. (English Translation.) 

* Stier, as before. ^ S. Matt, xxvii. 41. 
« S. Luke vi 28. * S. Matt ix. 38. 
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Are our souls troubled at the thought of the 
tremendous trials which are coming on the 
earth ? If we will but watch and pray always, 
we shall be counted worthy to escape them: 
yes, prayer shall place us, now in hope then in 
confidence, before the Son of man. 

This it is — this life of prayer — to which He 
calls us; it is this at which His own perfect 
example helps us to aim; this is the life for 
which His grace can thoroughly enable us; 
except there be in us some measure of this, 
we are neither using His grace, nor following 
His example, nor answering, loyally and heartily. 
His call. 

Surely we must look well whether we have it, 
and then, if we have it not, resolve never to 
rest for a day till we have set out on this 
heavenward journey — begun, through Christ, this 
access to God — sought to know, from the Holy 
Spirit, " what we should pray for as we 
ought."! 

1. Let us, at least, put before ourselves some 
idea of what prayer is, and how its reality 
can be known in us, and shown forth by us. 

Prayer, then, to be acceptable, must be that 
speaking of the heart to God, which may be 
marked by the movement of the lips, but 

1 Rom. viiL 26. 
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which is often utterly unobserved of men, in 
the secret agony of a soul wrestling with its 
Creator, and craving for His Light, His Peace, 
His Strength, His Pardon, His Salvation. 

Prayer must be continual — it must be, as the 
Apostle says, "without ceasing,"^ not indeed, as 
if we could find no time for diligent labour or 
for active sympathy, but because, whatever be 
our charity, whatever our toil, whatever even 
our refreshment, we must be ready at any mo- 
ment to turn aside in spirit and seek for a 
blessing from God. "Pray always,'* says our 
Saviour. Stand ever in the attitude of one 
who has his post to keep, and his soul to 
save, and who must therefore be calling again 
and again, to the great Captain of his salvation. 

And so, next, Prayer must be oflFered in His 
Name. In the outset, indeed, of His ministry, 
when He taught His servants how to pray, the 
Lord's prayer made no mention of the Lord ; 
but when He died and rose again, and went on 
high to make intercession for us, none of those 
petitions could go up from us to Heaven, except 
in reliance on His merits, and by virtue of 
His mediation. And so, in anticipation of those 
Sufferings, of that Eesurrection and Ascension, 
He utters His well known " Verily, verily ;" 

* 1 ThoBs. V, 17. 



74 CONSTANT PRA YER. 

"whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My 
Name, He will give it you. Hitherto have ye 
asked nothing in My Name : ask, and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be fuU."^ Know well 
that now, before we go to our Father, with the 
familiar words, we should first address each 
Person of the Holy Trinity : " Lord, have mercy 
upon us: Christ have mercy upon us: Lord 
have mercy upon us ! '* 

Yet, further, every request of ours must be 
ofifered in submission to that loving wisdom of 
our God which knoweth what is ever best for 
us, and often blesseth us most by keepiQg the 
bitter cup before us — the thorn in our flesh, the 
sorrow in our heart. 

« ' Father ! not My will, but Thine be done '— 

So spake the Son. 
Be this our charm, mellowing Earth's ruder noise 

Of griefs and joys ; 
That we may cling for ever to Thy Breast 

In perfect rest ! "* 

2. Such, then, must be the Christian's prayer. 
What is ours, brethren, in private, before our 
Father which seeth in secret ? Oh, how little 
there is of it at aU ! how many a poor man goes 
out to his hard work, and finds it yet harder 

1 S. John xvi 23, 24. 
2 ThA Christian Tear, Wednesday before Easter. 
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than it is, a thankless toil indeed, because he 
has not asked a blessing upon it from Him who 
said, "Six days shalt thou labour, and do all 
that thou hast to do ! " Still worse, how many 
a rich man is too full of care to care for God ! 
how many an educated man is too much taken 
up with present interests and pleasures to seek 
the light and joy that come from God only 1 

How many of us neglected prayer last night, 
because we were too tired to enjoy Heaven's 
rest — and this morning, because we had no time 
for the preparation for eternity— and at noon- 
day, because we had no leisure to be saved! 

And so life speeds away, and a fearful sUence 
is being created in our souls, and we become, 
little by little, alienated from God, intent on 
the world, impenitent even as to our worst sins, 
treasuring up wrath for ourselves, when, all the 
whUe, we might, through prayer, be gaining 
mercy instead of judgment, and pardon for the 
confessed transgressions of a life-time, and that 
victory over the world which our faith insures 
us, and the unspeakably blessed Fellowship with 
God and with His Son Jesus Christ, and daily 
and hourly answers of peace, and the Divine 
promise that we shall never die. Oh, is not 
God's good Spirit drawing some of you to say 
even now, '* Not once more, for the rest of my 
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days, will I work or sleep, eat or drink, with- 
out some words of prayer?" 

3. And then, brethren and sisters, what can 
be said about our worship in the Hovse of 
Prayer? Some, assuredly, there are, here and 
throughout this land, to whom the Courts of the 
Lord are a solemn place, because they meet 
God there, and yet a pleasant place, because 
they can look up to Him with open face, and 
ask Him humbly and trustfully for those things 
which are requisite and necessary, as well for 
the body as the soul. To such as these there is 
a dread of forsaking the assembling of themselves 
together, for they see the Day approaching, and 
they know that they must help one another 
on to meet it. To such men " praying is the 
end of preaching : " they are exhorted, and they 
seek His help to act on the exhortation — com- 
forted, and they desire Him that their consolation 
may not be hindered by any secret thing in 
them — rebuked, and they pray that the reproof 
may enter in and make them better. To them, 
even a week-day service has thoughts of Home 
about it, and voices from Heaven, and opportuni- 
ties for so agreeing on earth with two or three, as 
to gain the presence of Jesus, the Peace of God, 
the gifts of the Holy Ghost. To them the 
tongue is then the best member that they have, 
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for therewith they can ask for blessings on 
others and not only on themselves, and show 
forth His praise, so that others may hear it and 
glorify Him. But oh, how different from this is 
the listless service of most of us — ^how cold and 
formal — how dependent, even for its utterance, 
on those beside us or before us, as if we were 
ashamed of confessing with our mouth the Lord 
Jesus, or of calling upon His Name in the 
midst of the Church ! 

We speak of the organ's voice — of the volume 
of sound which pours forth from it. But there 
is a much grander instrument here even now, 
which has never yet been properly heard, but 
which gradually, if we would only learn our 
parts, not in praise merely but in prayer, 
might train us for the share that we may one 
day have " in the voice of much people in Heaven." 

Think for yourselves, my friends ; think of 
God's power and grace, of your infirmity and 
sinfulness; and remember that these can be 
overcome by those, if you will pray to Him. 
More than that, look at our Lord as He comes 
before you, praying all night long, kneeling on 
the hard ground to pray ; in His Agony praying 
more earnestly, on the Cross desolate, in dark- 
ness, painfully dying, laden with the iniquity 
of us all, yet praying still — and then when He 



78 CONSTANT PR A YER. 

bids yo%i pray, take the message to your heart 
of hearts, and continue instant in prayer. Ask 
and you shall receive: faith shall remove the 
mountain: the practice of persevering prayer 
shall show you, by evident miracles, that, what- 
ever the infidel may say of his unhappy doubtings 
which can win no blessing, you at least may 
thoroughly believe. 

There is much cause for personal earnestness 
herein — much need for sober walking, amid the 
restlessness of the world — much danger of our 
being drawn into some feverish enthusiasm, 
instead of abiding with God in quietness and 
confidence, finishing His work, while we have 
time, and communing with Him as only Chris- 
tians can. 

True, that the Church shows herself still, 
as ever, the kneeling Spouse of Christ — true, 
that she teaches us this holy habit, this 
humble posture, from our very infancy, folding 
our hands in the secret chamber, inviting us 
day after day to join, sometimes at leatst, in 
her never-ceasing petitions, drawing us now, as 
in the Rogation days (which she has kept for 
1400 years), to help all Christian farmers in 
beseeching God for a fruitful season; and then, 
as in the Ember weeks, to bring a blessing on 
the Christian ministry, by our sincere and 
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thoughtful prayers; and again, as in Lent and 
Advent, to approach Him on behalf of all 
Christian people, yes, and for those who have 
not known Him, that we may all be ready 
for the Bridegroom. 

Verily, the Church is not wanting in her cry 
of faith and longing. 

But all around us, it is to be feared, ay, 
and even in communicants, there is great excite- 
ment, but little prayer — ^much anxiety to hear 
the preacher, but little striving with God — much 
time given to the acquisition of science, but 
little to the importunity of faith — much love of 
society, much eager seeking after pleasure, but 
very little inclination to be alone with Jesus, 
very little seeking after God. In the words so 
strikingly connected by a writer of our own,^ 
"Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge 
shall be increased:" "nevertheless, when the 
Son of man cometh, shall He find faith on 
the earth?" 

God grant, that we may take the warning to 
ourselves, and show by the work which we do 
upon our knees, that we reaUy believe in our 
hearts I God grant, that we may learn, each 
one by himself, and in the Church, in con- 
formity with the mind of our Divine Example, 

^ Bishop Mihnan : see Dan. xiL 4 ; S. L\ikA tl\'^. ^. 
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to live in prayer — devoting ourselves, our souls 
and bodies, to His service, and "in every- 
thing, by prayer and supplication with thanks- 
giving," letting our "requests be made known 
unto God" ^ — for thus, and thus only, shall 
"the Peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing, keep our hearts and minds by 
Christ Jesus." 

1 PhU. iv. 6, 7. 



VI. 

DAILY FOKGIVENESS OF OTHERS. 

S. Matt. vi. 15. 

** If ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither mil your 
Father forgive your trespasses^ 

Q\p Prayer is necessary for the remission of our 
^ sins ; and now we learn, from our Saviour's 
lips as before, that there is another duty so need- 
ful, that without it our prayers will not bring us, 
even for Cheist's sake, the salvation of our souls. 
If M^e would be forgiven, we must ourselves for- 
give. 

Our LoKD had just given His disciples that 
wonderful and most comprehensive Prayer, which 
not only taught men how to pray, but became 
actually, for all people, nations, and languages, 
the very central word of worship, both before the 
Altar which we have on Earth, and the Throne 
from which there cometh down continually the 
heavenly grace. And then, having thus taught 
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us how to pray, He " returns to explain the only 
part of the Prayer which peculiarly belonged to 
the new law of love, and enforces it by a solemn 
assurance." ^ Forgiveness is what we chiefly need 
for ourselves, and we cannot obtain it unless 
we first grant it to others. Our very posture 
in prayer reminds us of our own obligations. 
Our very access to that Divine Presence depends 
upon the spirit which abides in our heart towards 
those with whom we have to do. "When ye 
stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against 
any : that your Father also which is in Heaven 
may forgive you your trespasses." ^ 

Now we fancy, most of us, that we do not 
require such a call as this: a sermon on the 
necessity of daily forgiveness of our neighbours 
seems probably not very likely to interest a large 
number of the souls here gathered together : we 
look upon this rather as a lesson for the dark and 
cruel world outside : our religion is beyond it — our 
dangers very different. 

But, first, to whom did the Lord Jesus address 
His parable of the unmerciful servant ? To whom 
was that closing admonition spoken ? — " So like- 
wise shall My Heavenly Father do also unto you, 
if ye from you hearts forgive not every one his 
brother their trespasses." It was to the Apostles 

^ Alfobd in loco, ' S. Mark xi. 25, 26. 
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whom He had chosen — it was in answer to Simon 
Peter's question, "Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him ? " ^ His teach- 
ing as to the higher, stricter righteousness — as 
to conversion of heart and amendment of life — 
had regard to His nearest friends, and not only to 
those who should believe on Him through their 
word. As it was to the very beginners in His 
school that He gave His instruction and charge 
about that Holy Baptism and that Holy Com- 
munion which He pronounced so essential for 
all, so none were to think themselves too far 
advanced for the exhortation to faith, and self- 
denial, and active charity. And so His very 
earliest lesson as to Prayer was coupled in the 
same breath with the condition of acceptance — 
the readiness every day to pardon others. Have 
you taken a few steps on the road — been held 
back from some great sins — had power to do any 
the least good? Thank God for it; but keep 
still within sight "the first principles of the 
doctrine of Christ ; *' and remember that it is a 
blessing to be warned, to be guided by that Eye 
which seeth not only our secret faults, but also 
our present perils, and the way for our escape. 

And next — ^to argue in an inverse order — the 
fact that so many stay away from the Holy Com- 

^ S. Matt. xTiii. 21, 



84 DAILY FORGIVENESS. 

munion is a proof, in some measure, of the hold 
which an unmerciful spirit has upon the hearts of 
multitudes of men. They come to the service 
of the Church in crowds ; they hear the exhorta- 
tion which tells them that if they would partake' 
worthily, they must be ready to forgive others 
that have offended them; they are alarmed by 
the next words, which declare that otherwise the 
receiving the Holy Communion doth nothing else 
but increase their damnation ; and so, instead 
of repenting of this sin, and pardoning at last 
those who have trespassed against them, they 
turn away from the Pardon of God, and will not 
come to Him who died to save them from their 
sins. A small number of communicants, where 
there might be many, is always a token of un- 
godliness in a parish ; not only as it manifests 
great disobedience to a plain command of the Son 
of God, but also as the cause which prevents so 
many from obeying is a real cause — a conscience 
stricken not with penitence, but only with sin. 
And among the different elements of this ungod- 
liness, some of the chief works of the flesh are 
shown, both by Holy Scripture and by ministerial 
experience, as well as by the knowledge which we 
all have of ourselves, to be that hatred and 
variance, that wrath and self-seeking, those envy- 
ings and emulatious, which do so war against the 
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quietness, peace, and love, enjoined upon us by 
our LoED. Meanwhile, what is it which hinders 
you from drawing nigh by faith, and taking this 
Holy Sacrament to your comfort ? Oh, how many 
a one replies, out of the deep of his heart, fore- 
casting the answer of the last day — " It is because 
I hate my brother, arid wish for vengeance on 
mine enemy, and cannot yet give up my angry 
thoughts." Take care, my friend ; you are in the 
army of the aliens ; you are deliberately leaving 
the Captain of your salvation ; is it not His 
trumpet-call which is summoning you back? 
To linger longer on the other side for such a 
cause as this, ay, for any wilful sin which you 
will not forsake for Him, is both to neglect His 
grace and to refuse His redemption. It cannot 
be safe to go on a day longer thus. 

For, further, there is this very remarkable 
lesson, drawn from the actual teaching of our 
Lord : He had been giving (as we saw) a special 
Prayer : this was of course, as one of the petitions 
reminds us, a prayer for daily use ; and therefore 
the warning with which He ended it was one of 
daily application. In other words, it is here 
distinctly shown us, that, since without daily 
forgiveness of others we cannot each day be for- 
given ourselves, it is this daily habit of forgive- 
ness which is really pronounced by Jesus Christ 
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to be necessary to salvation. What a fearful 
comment this on the lives of most of us I 

For, if we consider our own ways, amid the 
serious and petty vexations, the great and little 
offences of each returning day, I am afraid we 
shall acknowledge with shame, that we not only 
go on, many of us, neglecting this duty day after 
day, but really cherish in our hearts for weeks 
and months, feelings of bitter hatred and resent- 
ment against those who have done us, or who we 
imagine have done us, wrong ; the sun goes down 
upon our wrath, and rises upon a heart rather 
more hardened than yesterday, and sets at night 
upon a heart more death-like than in the morning, 
and hasteth to arise again and again upon a heart 
rushing to destruction. And so we come at last 
deliberately to refuse forgiveness, or, at best, we 
deceive ourselves, saying, we will forgive, but we 
cannot f(H*get. I have heard of an awful instance 
of this self-deceit, this mockery of God, hiding 
from a naan his own terribly unforgiving temper 
and habit. A certain man was dying, and the 
parish priest, knowing that the sufferer was at 
enmity with another, induced him to send for that 
other, and to be reconciled to him before he died. 
But as his former enemy was leaving the room, 
the sick man called out from his death-bed : 
" Now remember, if I get well again, all this goes 
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for nothing." We shudder at such a story, but it 
only differs in degree from this record which is 
being written down concerning some of us who 
will not forgive /rom our hearts. Oh, what terrible 
wrath we must be heaping up for ourselves ! 
The damnation which we invoke so thoughtlessly, 
so angrily, upon others, is a sure sign, except we 
repent, of the damnation in store for our own 
souls. The curse is become our habitual weapon, 
and it shall not come causeless upon us. It is 
a very solemn witness of the Holy Ghost, " He 
shall have judgment without mercy that hath 
showed no mercy." ^ Happy is he that has not 
to condemn himself as he hears that Voice. 
Yes, happy shall the rest of us be, if, under the 
guidance of our responsive conscience, we find 
out what has been amiss in us, and, seeing 
eternal judgment right before us, turn aside 
humbly for that divine remedy which has the 
promise of eternal life. 

Looking loch, then, on past days, looking in 
upon the present bias of our mind, we must begin 
by asking what is the source of this uncharitable- 
ness. The answer is ready for us — It is the 
natural, unchecked pride of our heart. We are 
not inclined to own this ; but it is the real secret 
of our anger towards others, and (let us mark this 

^ S. James ii. 13. 
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well) it is one of the deadly sins. But also, since 
pride was that which occasioned the devil's fall,^ 
it shows us how unwilling he is to let us go when 
once he finds in us some likeness to himself. He 
wants to make us forget the love of Him who, for 
Christ's sake, forgave us ; he wants to blind us 
to the enormity of our own sins — ^the debt of the 
ten thousand talents, so that, once forgiven, 
directly we go out from God's presence, we may 
make the most of the himdred pence, and show 
no pity to our erring though penitent brother. 
There is an evil spirit that worketh against us in 
all this, and you are not ignorant of his devices. 

Eesist him, and he will flee from you yet. 
Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you. 
Go back to that Son of His who was manifested 
to destroy the works of the devil, and who by His 
ascending up on high has all grace for you, if you 
will seek it, all power in you, if you will but use 
it. Eecall His words — such startling yet calm 
words, so full of severity, yet, on that very account, 
so full of love — and then, in harmony with these, 
take up, as from His teaching, some rules for your 
daily life in Him, as regards this common and 
most mighty temptation ; — 

1. First, be quite sure that there is an offence, 
specially if he whom you counted an offender had 

1 1 Tim. iii. 6. 
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been one whom you called a friend. " Admonish 
a friend, it may be he hath not done it : and if he 
have done it, that he do it no more. Admonish 
thy friend, it may be he hath not said it ; and if 
he have, that he speak it not again. Admonish a 
friend, for many times it is a slander ; and believe 
not every tale. There is one that slippeth in his 
speech, but not from his heart ; and who is he that 
hath not offended with his tongue?"^ These 
indeed are sentences from the Apocrypha; but 
the method of our Blessed Lord is very much 
the same. " If thy brother trespass against thee, 
rebuke him: go and tell him his fault between 
thee and him alone." ^ You know how our old 
stubborn self says, " I shall not take the trouble 
to go to him: I am not going to humble myself 
in that manner: he must come and make the 
apology." What does the Lord say ? " Go and 
tell him — go and show him (if so be) that he has 
wronged you." It is right to speak out : charity 
begins with truth : and truth, soberly uttered, 
wiU often win the day. 

2. And so, next, " If he repent, forgive him ; " 
yes, " and if seven times in a day he trespass 
against thee, and seven times in a day turn again 
to thee, saying, I repent, thou shalt forgive him." ^ 

1 Ecclus. xix. 13—16. « S. Matt, xviii. 15. 

' S. Luke xvii 3, 4. 
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Then, instead of the horrid joy of hurting one who 
has injured you — that miserable satisfaction which 
makes the very eyes fiendish, and blanches the lips, 
with the tongue "set on fire of hell," ^ — you will have 
the comfort of Divine peace in your own soul — that 
peace which is the fruit of pardoned sin — and also 
the delight of having gained your brother, the 
delight of helping to save one other soul alive. 

3. And if not — if he still be against you, you 
can call in to your aid the help of the minister of 
Cheist, and leave the offender to the judgment of 
the Church.2 And all the while you yourself will 
be clear, for it takes two to make a quarrel ; and 
you need not fear the judgment of that Lord, 
whose mercy, so infinitely more than your own, 
" rejoiceth against judgment." ^ 

4. And then, '^ pray for them which despitefully 

^ S. James iii. 6. 

^ Many a person would be the better for studying that 
often-forgotten rubric at the commencement of the Office 
for Holy Communion, in the Book of Common Prayer, 
beginning "The same order shall the Curate use with 
those betwixt whom he perceiveth malice and hatred to 
reign." 

In a short time, by God's blessing, discipline will be 
restored in our Chm'ch, and work a great reformation in 
such matters. Then " the judgment of the Chiurch " will 
be a real power for good ; and if any man refuse to hear 
the Church, he will be to us (as our Lord would have him 
regarded) " as an heathen man." • 

^ S. James ii. 13. 
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use you." i Prayer is a great healer for the soreness 
of one's heart. Prayer puts before us the issues of 
eternity, instead of the discipline of time — the 
wonderful workings of GoD rather than the pain- 
ful sufferings of man — the everlasting interests of 
those who injure us, where before we had thought 
only of our own passing hurt, or momentary 
shame. And Prayer brings about such strange 
results — such conversion of sinners — such re- 
conciliation between adversaries — such revivings 
of love — such glory to Jesus, out of the confused 
noise and gradual quieting of those at last made 
one in Him. 

Such thougHts alone would be enough to 
encourage us in the pursuit of this holy grace. 
But take also with you for your meditation these 
other suggestions for attaining it : — 

1. Each Person of the Glorious Trinity aids us, 
even as without either of the Persons we could 
not save our souls. The Father helps us; for 
when we are exhorted to " be kind one to another, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another," we learn to 
do so by being followers of God, as children whom 
He has greatly loved,^ treated with constant ten- 
derness, pardoned abundantly, notwithstanding 
all those falls. It is very humbling to be asked 
for forgiveness : it puts us, unworthy as we are, 

^ S. Matt. V. 44. « Eph. y. 1^ 2.. 
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so tremendously in the place of GoD; so truly 
is it "the glory of a man to pass over a trans- 
gression."^ Again, does not the HoLf Ghost 
work this in us ? " The fruit of the Spirit is 
love." 2 What a gladdening privilege, then, it is to 
be able to pardon others, and even to love one's 
enemies ! Love leads to joy. Love is created by 
that Dove-like Spirit which rested first on Jesus, 
our Head, and then from Him descended on us 
all,^ to give us a rejoicing heart, so that " he 
which showeth mercy," may do it " with cheer- 
fulness," in imitation of Him who hath put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. For, once 
more, it is the Life and Work of our Incarnate, 
and Crucified, and Eisen, and Ascended Lord, 
which so specially enables us to forbear one an- 
other and forgive one another, if any man have 
a quarrel against any. It is this which constrains 
us, in an intense, passionate, grateful devotion, to 
be slow to wrath and swift to pardon. Under His 
Cross, the soul " seeketh not her own," and " is not 
easily provoked." For there the Lord, who gave 
us this precept and enjoined upon us, as necessary, 
this rule of life, commends it to us, however diffi- 
cult to flesh and blood, by His own example in 
Death, His own prevailing intercession for the 

^ Prov. xix. 11. See S. Chrysostom, Horn, xix. 

« Gal. V. 22. 3 Qf pg^ cxxxiii. 1, 2. 
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transgressors — " Father, forgive them : for they 
know not what they do." And there the martyr 
learns his lesson of endurance and of mercy, 
against the hour when men shall gnash upon him 
with their teeth, as they stone him, calling upon 
God and saying, " Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charga" ^ 

2. Then, too, we have another motive for this, 
which must indeed be called, at first, the " labour 
of love," though, after a while, as we have seen, 
not grievous for Christ's sake. I mean the short 
time allowed us for thus working out, in faith 
toward God and gentleness towards man, our 
soul's salvation. We have heard the cry so often, 
" The end of all things is at hand. . . . therefore 
.... above all things have fervent charity among 
yourselves."^ In the pressing preparation for 
eternity, charity looks so little at the offences of 
others, so much at the example of Christ, that it 
"covereth the multitude of sins.*' That was an 
old saying written by the king in his wisdom, 
" Hatred stirreth up strifes ; but love covereth all 
sins."^ And the Eeligion of our gracious Lord 
has sanctified the saying still more, for it is by 
Him that our iniquity is taken away, and our sin 
covered : and the love of a forgiven soul stretches 

* S. Luke xxiii. 34 ; Acts vii. 60. 

» 1 S. Pet. iv. 7, 8. ^ Prov. x. 12 ; 1 Cor. xiii. 4. 
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itself out even beyond its measure, actively, to 
share, so far as it may, in His all-embracing 
Mercifulness. 

3. But thougb the Proverb, as we commonly 
take it, is misunderstood in such a way as to. 
exalt charity above holiness, even as others exalt 
it above faith, — it yet is a most comforting truth 
that we do thus gain the Saviour's promised 
blessing upon those who follow His steps. He 
who so urgently warns us, encourages us when we 
act on His warning — holds out to us the Crown 
when we have borne the Cross — quickens our 
prayers after He has shown us why they have 
been hindered — offers us, if we will but be 
reconciled to our brother, the unspeakable gift 
which is Himself — and opens, close before us, the 
door of Heaven, which no man shutteth — saying 
to us, for this world and for the world to come, 
" Forgive, and ye shall be forgiven." 



VII. 

THE HOLY COMMUNIOK 

St. John vi. 53. 

" Then Jesua said unto them. Verily^ verily ^ I say unto you, 
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His 
Blood, ye have no life in you^ 

TX7E can all understand, that without holiness 
** no man shall see the Lord, and that the 
righteousness which we have must exceed the 
righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, if we 
would enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. But 
we can have no acceptable holiness apart from 
Christ; and we have no liberty to say that 
we belong to Christ, if we wilfully neglect for 
ourselves that Baptismal new Birth which He 
has declared necessary. On the other hand, we 
know well that grace once begun is not grace 
continued (as is implied in the very expression 
"grace for grace "^), and that our very Baptism 

^ This is one of the special lessons conveyed in the 
Parable of the Ten Virgins. We must have oil- vessels as 
well as lighted lamps. 
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into Christ will not avail us, unless we go on 
as living members of His Body. We must be 
grafted into the True Vine; but even then, 
every branch in Sim, that beareth not fruit 
God taketh away;^ so that we must abide in 
jdim, and He in us. 

The Faith, then, with which we began must 
a(JCompany us through life ; just as the Eepent- 
ance which first brings us to the foot of the 
Cross must be again and again renewed, in con- 
sequence of our oft-repeated sins, so must we, 
day after day, keep up our belief in Jesus as 
the Son of God, if we are to attain that ever- 
lasting life which He promised us at the very 
outset of this Christian course. What a vast 
field of faithful labour, of loving service, of 
long-suffering patience, of daily trust, of perse- 
vering hope amid all fears and doubtings and 
temptations and difiiculties, is wrapt up in that 
saying of our Lord, shortly before the text, 
"This is the wc/i'lc of God, that ye believe on 
Him whom He hath sent."^ 

But if you notice the connection in this chap- 
ter of the Gospel, you will see more clearly 
what this faith involves. Jesus had just the 
day before been feeding five thousand with the 
five barley loaves, and having been hailed by 
1 S. John XV. 2. « S. John vi; 29. 



TEE HOLY COMMUNION. 97 

them as the expected Prophet in such a manner 
as to show that they were soon bent on making 
Him a King,^ He had withdrawn Himself, 
walking on the sea, and crossing over to the 
other side. There at Capernaum, they sought 
Him again, but, as He said, it was not because 
they saw the miracles, but because they did eat 
of the loaves, and were filled. And so He bade 
them "labour not for the meat which perisheth, 
but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting 
life, which the Son of Man"^ would give unto 
them; since He it was whom God the Father 
had sealed. And thus He begins to raise in 
their minds a spiritual desire after Himself y the 
Bread of life. They were, indeed, like most of us, 
dull of hearing, and required a sign — some sign 
as sure as the wonderful manna with which GoD 
had fed their fathers in the wilderness. But that 
was not really from Heaven, only from the sky. 
Yet there was a True Bread really from Heaven, 
and that Bread was Jesus Christ Himself; 
Who, before He received those Sacred Names 
had come down, as the Incarnate Son of God 
from Heaven, to give life unto the world, if 
they would but believe in Him. But though 
they saw Him, they believed not: yes, even 

* S. John vi. 15. » Verse 27. 

H 
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these men which had seen His marvellous 
power over the bread, believed not in Him as 
the Better Bread, the Bread of God, the One 
who could not only surpass the miracles of 
Moses, in supporting bodily life, but could also 
quicken souls to life etemaL And so the appeal 
is to each of the five thousand : *' whatever the 
four thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine may 
do, thou at least may est so come to Me, so be- 
lieve on Me, so receive Me, that thou mayest 
live for ever." And now mark the special way 
pointed out to each believer who has, in one 
sense, become personally a partaker of Christ. 
Is your faith ready to welcome Me? then I 
will aid your faith. Are you spiritually minded 
towards Me? then I will bestow upon you also 
a means of grace — an outward symbol, token, . 
and pledge which shall convey to you really 
and truly communion with Myself. "The Bread 
that I will give is My Flesh, which I will give 
for the life of the world." ^ Of course there was 
questioning then, as there is so often questioning 
now. "How can this Man give us His Flesh 
to eat ? "2 The full answer is never given to 
those who stand without. Receive, and you 
shall understand. So far from explaining how 
it was possible, our Lord goes on to declare 

1 S. John vi. 51. * Verse 52. 
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that 'it is necessary. "Verily, verily" (oh, this 
is clearly a great and important truth !), " I say 
unto you, except ye eat the Flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink His Blood, ye have no 
life in you." Here for the first time He 
makes mention of The Blood, which is " The 
Idfe"^ — His Blood, as separate from His Flesh, 
and proviDg the Death of the Body — yet to be 
partaken of, and thus requiring a belief in His 
Eesurrection. And here our minds naturally, 
or, as I may say, of grace, travel on to the 
same night in which He was betrayed, when 
He took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and 
gave it unto His Disciples, saying, "Take, eat. 
This is My Body, which is broken for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me" — and "after the 
same manner also He took the Cup, when He 
had supped, saying. This Cup is the New Tes- 
tament in My Blood " (or, " This is My Blood of 
the New Testament '*), " this do ye, as oft as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of Me." ^ It is very 
remarkable, that St. John himself does not, like 
St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. Paul, 
tell us of the actual institution of the Load's 
Supper. But the discourse which he relates 
here, seems to have the same reference to the 

^ Levit. xvii. 10, 11 ; Deut. xi:. 23. 
» 1 Cor, xi. 23—25. 

H 2 
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Holy Communion, as the discourse with Nico- 
demus has to Holy Baptism. Neither the 
Holy Communion, nor Holy Baptism, was fully 
ordained at the time, the one Sacrament being 
appointed just before His Death, and the other 
just before His Ascension. But have you ever 
thought of this ? By the time St. John wrote 
this Gospel,^ those for whom he wrote had 
known about Holy Baptism, and about Holy 
Communion, for nearly fifty years. What else 
then could they think our Lord meant in this 
discourse thus narrated by His bosom-friend, 
except the Holy Communion ? They had dis- 
covered no other mode of eating the Lord's 
Flesh and drinking His Blood. 

1. And so. Brethren, first, I put the question 
to you. Do you know any other way, besides 
the Holy Communion, by which to fulfil your 
Lord's solemn command? Because, if you do 
not, you must confess that the Holy Communion 
is, on Christ's own showing, necessary to your 
salvation. The analogies of food and of medicine 
are very familiar to you ; you thoroughly under- 
stand the physician's serious words when he says, 
unless you take this, you cannot live — ^you under- 
stand it, and you act upon it. Only, as you care 

^ 1.6., about A.D. 78. But if it was written after the 
Eeyelatiouy the date would not be eaiiier Idian a.d. 95. 
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more for your body than you care for your soul, 
you neither believe nor act upon the plain 
teaching of the Great Physician. You allow 
months and years to pass away without so much 
as thinking whether it is safe for you to neglect 
so great salvation : and then on your deathbed 
you say, I have done no harm, and I believe in 
Cheist — ^the real truth being that you have had 
so little practical faith in Christ, that you have 
taken no heed to these words of His, and that 
you have not only done great harm to your soul 
by starving it, and great harm to the souls of 
others by such a disobedient example, but you 
have also blinded yourself to some of your own 
worst sins and some of your most clinging habits, 
by refusing that enlightening graee of Christ, 
bestowed in this very Sacrament. 

2. But I hear some one say, (for heart answers to 
heart in the great congregation), " I know that we 
ought to receive this, since it is evident to me that 
Jesus Christ did charge all who believe in Him 
to receive it ; but His Flesh and Blood are so very 
sacred, that I am afraid of His judgment — my 
sins keep me back, or my troubles hinder me, or 
my home-cares distract me, or my business gives 
me so little time to think. And I am less fearful 
of dying without this Sacrament, than of injuring 
my soul through receiving it unprepared." Is it 
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not strange, how we thus turn things upside 
down, and entirely change what Christ has said, 
and put from us some of His warnings, in order 
to dwell upon others ? " All that labour and are 
heavy laden " were to come to Him^ — ^the sinful, 
that the intolerable burden might be taken away — 
the troubled, that they might find rest unto their 
souls — the careworn, that in Him they might have 
peace — the busy, that they might be occupied in 
the one thing which is needful, the service and 
love of the Lord their Jesus. From what sin can 
He not cleanse us ? What troubles can He not 
enable us to bear? What cares will not His 
Presence lighten? What business, if it be but 
honest, will He not sanctify ? Oh, surely, except 
in Him, these things must be absolute death to 
us. life is not ours, if we do not eat of that 
Bread and drink of that Cup; and whatever 
turns us from these, turns us away from our life 
in Christ. 

3. But some one else speaks now, and tells me 
that he is spending, or at least trying to spend, 
every day, in reliance on Christ, in devotion to 
Christ, in work for Christ, in the feith of 
Christ — ^that he has a calm within which can 
only come from the grace of Christ — that the 
inner light reflects to him the Spirit of Christ, 

I S. Matt. xi. 28. 
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that he is learning, by the conquest of his fleshly 

appetites, to manifest within himself the Life of 

Christ. My friend! do not deceive yourself. 

God may indeed have granted you peace in your 

religion, because you have been faithful to what 

has been given you. But there is no grace in 

you, which would not be increased if you sought 

it through this appointed channel, as well as 

through the Divine aids which you do use. There 

is no consolation which would not be enhanced, 

by your abiding sacramentally in Jesus. And 

remember, that whenever any matter is pointed 

out to us, as of faith, it becomes a duty to attend 

to it ; and that even if it has not been revealed to 

us yet, we must pray about it and diligently seek 

for it, lest, through disregard of anything which 

is of Christ, we lose the things which we have 

wrought, and weaken, instead of strengthening, 

our spiritual life. We must indeed act up to our 

convictions ; and peace is often bestowed because 

men do so act ; but our very convictions must at 

times be roughly shaken, and if we do not weigh 

firesh evidence candidly, when those who are over 

us in the Lord tell us we are partially mistaken, 

we are beginning to act upon prejudice, and to 

become self-reliant, and we cannot expect to be 

enlightened in the doctrine of Christ. Do you 

recollect what an Apostle said, upon this actual 
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subject of the Holy Communion ? "I speak as 
to wise men : judge ye what I say." ^ 

4. But perhaps you have been taught to look 
upon all this teaching of Christ as figurative. 
Beware of explaining it away. If you had read 
what I have read in a German writer,^ who gives 
an unnatural meaning to the words of Jesus, you 
would shrink back from this in horror, and re- 
turn with humbled mind to the Lord's " Verily, 
verily." He spoke, you know, to plain people — 
unlearned and ignorant men — ^whom He wished to 
instruct in the things which concerned their souls ; 
and though He spoke to them of mysteries, they 
were such mysteries as are revealed to the meek, 
and which jdid not drive away, but kept more 
closely with Him, the simple fishermen of Galilee. 
As with Baptism, the hard saying came first, and 
then the clearer saying — so in this wonderful 
chapter His doctrine distils as. the dew, and takes 
the shape of those comfortable words which a 
Saviour says to all that truly turn to Him: — 
" Whoso eateth My Flesh, and drinketh My Blood, 
hath eternal life ; and I will raise him up at the 
last day." ^ It is like that earlier declaration of 
His, " He that heareth My word, and believeth on 
Him that sent me, hath Everlasting Life, and shall 

^ 1 Cor. X. 15. * Lange, quoted by Stier. 

8 S. John vi. 54. 
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not come into condemnation ; but is passed from 
death unto Kfe." ^ .When we fall back upon the 
plain service of His Divine teaching, as His 
Church has always practically understood it, we 
get the witness in ourselves. This is my Master's 
messag'j to me : He wanted to help me, not to 
hinder me — ^to quicken my life, not to shorten 
it — ^to make me holier, not to cast me away as 
altogether unholy : why may I not by grace be a 
partaker ? Surely it was true Christian prudence, 
real Christian faith, which made a Queen of 
England stop disputing in herself and others, by 
that memorable utterance: — 

" Christ's was the word that spake it, 
/ He took the Bread, and brake it : 
What He did mean and make it. 
That I beUeve and take it." 

5. But it behoves us most of all to recollect, 
that as our spiritual life is not sustained except 
in Christ's own way, and as He has assured 
us that whoso eateth His Flesh and drinketh His 
Blood, dwelleth in Him, and He in him — so it 
is not merely taking this Sacrament, but receiving 
it rightly — that is, with penitence and faith— 
that can avail towards our salvation. A clergy- 
man may well shrink from urging people privately 
to come to the Holy Table ; for there is often a 

1 S. John V. 24. 
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reed reason at bottom — some umrepented sin — 
some habit still clung to — some plan of evil for 
the future. There is many a man and many a 
woman in this assembly of immortal souls, in 
whom there is as yet none of that deep love for 
Jesus Christ, which moves, so awfully yet so 
blessedly, the hearts of all them that truly re- 
pent — which listens earnestly to His words, and 
strives above all to fulfil them. There is some- 
thing very solemn in the thought of such as 
these — something very terrible in the remem- 
brance borne in upon their minister though not 
on them, that they have little more than a step 
between them and death eternal, and that they 
are, by their own deliberate act and deed, stand- 
ing far off not only from Christ's Ordinances, 
but from Christ Himself. Let us, who are 
communicants, instead of condemning these, 
judge but ourselves more strictly, for it is only 
if we judge ourselves, that we shall not be 
judged;^ and let us pray for those around us, 
who might have joined us but for our in- 
consistent lives, that they may find less in us to 
hinder them, and more, infinitely more, in Christ 
to help and comfort them, and to draw them 
to Himself. 

It will not be many years and we shall see 

* 1 Cor. xL 31. 
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many a poor man in this place, early in the 
morning, seeking the great riches of Christ — 
and many a proud man humbling himself before 
the Altar that Jesus may exalt him in due 
time — and many a vain woman, gaining, in His 
Banqueting House, that which utterly outshines 
the praise of men — and many a sinful woman, 
defiled as no one in the world had fancied for a 
moment, coming not merely to kiss His feet, 
but to obtain His purity. 

It must be left a while to the working of the 
grace of God. Time— which brings to light so 
many conquests of self, so many victories of the 
Spirit, so many triumphs of the Truth — will show 
that it was always best to keep back nothing that 
was profitable — ^to hold up the glorious Banner of 
Christ Crucified — and to proclaim to m6n, as part 
of His Everlasting Gospel, all that His loving 
Heart has revealed to us. Strange, indeed, it 
must appear to the heavenly powers, strange to 
the saints at rest with Christ, that, at the very 
time when His best and most consoling service 
begins, multitudes, called by His Name, should 
leave His House, and turn away from that which 
so specially shows His Death, and therefore pro- 
claims so wonderfully His love for all of us. 
What must it be to Him ? Surely that old 
pathetic complaint of His is still heard not only 
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in our streets, but in our very Churches : " Ye 
will not come to Me, that ye might have life.'* ^ 
For whenever He tells us of the danger of losing 
our souls, He does so in the spirit of love, and 
not in the spirit of judgment — with the gentle 
voice which would win us to Heaven, not with 
the stem condemnatory cry which would drive us 
in despair to helL Oh, are there not some of us 
who may be reached even now by that tender 
reproachful utterance, " Will ye also go away ? " ^ 
Lord ! to whom shall we go ? Sin-stained, sin- 
laden we are indeed, yet in Thee alone can we be 
cleansed, on Thee only can we cast our burden. 
Once more He speaks, as in the valley of decision: 
" My son, give Me thine heart : " if the heart is 
given, so will the service be, and so too the 
obedience to whatsoever He has commanded — 
yes even the obedience to what at first may 
seem a hard saying, but one which, as we 
humbly and faithfully observe it, becomes to us 
fuU of spirit and fuU of life. Then, as our pride 
gives way, and our habit of indiflPerence, and our 
old self-righteousness, grace works in us, and 
Jesus is obeyed. Then we keep ourselves no 
longer aloof from Him, whose " Mesh is meat 
indeed, and whose Blood is drink indeed " ^ — 
from Him who first took our flesh of the substance 

1 S. John V. 40. » S. John vL 67. » S. John vi. 65. 
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of the Virgin Mary His mother, and then gave 
it for the life of the world, and thereafter, when it 
was glorified, offered it freely to all true penitents 
and believers,^ that so, unworthy in themselves, 
they might be accepted for His merits, fallen in 
themselves, might be raised in Him, even upon 
earth, before the last great change — their sinful 
bodies being made clean by His Body, and their 
souls washed through His most Precious Blood. 

1 S. John vL 51.J 



vin. 

ACTIVE CHARITY. 
S. Matt. xxv. 45, 46. 

** Then shall He answer them^ saying^ Verily I say unto youy 
inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the lea^t of these, ye 
did it not to Me. And these shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishments^ 

QUCH great stress is laid by our blessed Lord 
^ on certain things as necessary, that we are 
often apt to overlook for a while, or even 
entirely, other duties quite as essential to the 
Christian life, and just as decidedly insisted 
upon by Christ Himself. Eminently^ of course 
has this been the case with faith on the one 
hand, and charity on the other. Some souls, 
listening to Jesus, and perhaps actually awak- 
ened by His Voice, have heard His call to 
faith sounding so loudly in their hearts, as to 
forget His other commands, even, at times. His 
"Verily, verily — " the diapason of the heavenly 
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music drowning, instead of accompanying, as He 
meant it to do, and making audible, the other 
tones of the Harmonies of God. Some souls, 
again, equally intent, as they think, upon His 
words, have taken those only to themselves* 
and regarded those only as important for others, 
which give such special prominence to charity, 
and consequently have proclaimed this as every- 
thing, lelief as a matter of indiflference. Both 
are distorted views of Divine Truth: both are 
hazardous, since they shut out some rays of celes- 
tial light: from both we should be kept by 
careful and candid and reverent and practical 
attention to that full revelation, which Christ our 
Lord has offered to us all, if we have but ears 
to hear the messages He brought from Heaven, 
and turn not away our eyes from the witness 
which He left for us on earth. 

The great question for us should always be, 
What has Jesus Christ appointed ? Is this His 
charge, as well as that? Has He given us that 
warning, of which we are reminded by others, 
as much as this, which has been so thoroughly 
borne in upon ourselves ? Is it, in His un- 
erring judgment, as needful for me to be 
born again in Baptism as it is to be converted 
in life — as needful to repent, as to believe — 
as needful to bear my own cross, as to show 
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forth Hi^ Death — as needful to deny myself, 
as to pray ? 

Surely, it is not without cause, that He, 
which knoweth all things, has told us, with 
such awful and decided emphasis, the diflferent 
parts of our Christian duty. Each, as it is 
spoken of by the Master, is to be thoroughly 
attended to, accepted heartily and completely, 
acted upon loyally and at once. In points 
of religious faith and practice, as laid down 
by Him, there must be no picking and choos- 
ing. This has been the very source of all tlie 
heresies and schisms which have perplexed 
and hindered the Chm*ch of God. Eemem- 
bering this, whenever we bring any doctrine 
or rule of life particularly forward, let us do 
so only as our Lord has done, in order to 
impress it upon our mind and conscience, yet 
always with reference to those other rules 
and doctrines, which, as ordained by Him, must 
certainly come iirom God. "My doctrine is not 
Mine, but His that sent Me."i How then, 
Unitarian, can you reject Christ's teaching as 
to Three Persons, named together in one Name 
as God ? "I have not spoken of Myself ; but 
the Father which sent Me, He gave Me a 
Commandment what I should say, and what I 

1 S. John vii. 16. 
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should speak. And I know that His command- 
ment is life everlasting : whatsoever I speak 
therefore, even as the Fathek said unto Me, so 
I speak." ^ How then, Friend, can it be safe 
to count unnecessary the birth of water and of 
the Spirit, the communion of the Body and of 
the Blood? but what shall we Churchmen 
answer, when He inquires of us, as to our 
neglect of His plainest words V Can we really 
love Him? "He that loveth Me not, keepeth 
not My sayings : and the word which ye hear 
is not Mine, but the Father's which sent Me."* 

Can we even pretend to be Christians, if, 
notwithstanding the terrible prophecy of the 
text, we habitually refuse to exercise ourselves 
in that active love for others, without which, 
though it be but a part of the work of faith, 
we " become as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal ?"« 

It ts a terrible prophecy, is it not, brethren, 
one of those Divine teachings, which make the 
Athanasian Creed so awfully and absolutely 
true, so faithful to God, so charitable to man ? 
"They that have done good shall go into life 
everlasting: and they that have done evil into 
everlasting fire." What an Echo of the Lord's 

1 S. John xil 49, 50. ^ g^ j^hn xiv. 24. 

' 1 Cor. xiiL 1. 

I 
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own Voice ! You may, in a manner, silence 
this Echo : but who shall silence that Voice ? 

1. There is something, at the outset, very startling 
in the fact, which you have possibly never noticed, 
that this "Verily" of Jesqs is uttered in th*^ 
other world, not, like the rest, in this. Thus it 
is not only a word of alarming admonition, 
which no wise man would set aside, but is rather, 
as it were, a prediction carrying with it its own 
fulfilment. Like the two Parables which ar(^ 
found in this same chapter, these later verses 
take us on — ^not to the Throng of Grace, but 
to the Throne of Glory — not to the waiting for 
the marriage, but to the coming of the Bride- 
groom — ^not merely to the use of precious talents, 
but to the final reckoning day. The time for 
watchfulness, for growth in grace, for earnestness, 
for diligence, for labours of love, for the faith 
which worketh, is at last, in the Vision of Him 
Who seeth to the end, over and gone : and 
the sinful, slothful, impenitent, unprofitable, un- 
loving soul finds out too late only what it might 
have been. 

But of course this is written, as indeed our 
Saviour spoke it then, in order that we may be, 
in this our probation, what we should wish to be 
in the day of Judgment. More than that, it 
shows us, as every one qf us may see, that we 
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must have thig grace, if we would enter 
Heaven. 

2. For, next, this charity is, from the very- 
idea of the Parable, essential to our salvation- 
There are but those on the right hand, and those 
on the left. There is only the choice betweexi 
the course which leads to Eternal punishment, 
and that which leads to Eternal life. Except 
in the English, there is no difference observable 
here, between the Eternity of the Life and the 
Eternity of the punishment.^ And both are 
declared by our LoBD. And when He speaks 
here of the lost. He speaks not of what we call 
deadly sins. It is not the adulterer, the drunk- 
ard, the murderer, the liar, on whom the appalling 
sentence passes. Not so ; these are condemned 
elsewhere (0 how often !) in Holy Scripture. 
Here, it is the uncharitable. 

And so we have not merely to say that there 
are some of you who have not yet learned the 
Uesdng of giving much alms to the people — 
but also, that without this we have no hope of 
Heaven. And so we dare not tell you that it 
is a sign of imperfection, when men and women 
who might make considerable offerings in this 
House, bring, grudgingly, as little as they can — 
when, for instance, those who might give more, 

\ See the original : ciy KoXacriv aloiviov — cir fco^v atcbviov. 

I 2 
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think to satisfy God by dropping into the alms- 
bag, unseen by all but Him, the smallest silver 
coin they have, or when those who might support 
the Hospital, leave it for some good Samaritan, 
or when those who might send food and wine 
to the sick and needy, content themselves with 
the excuse that fasting is dangerous for their 
own bodies, and that they have nothing to spare 
for those who are poorer than themselves. A 
sign of imperfection 1 Bather let us own, re- 
membering our own grievous sins herein, that it 
is awful, even " nigh unto cursing." K this be our 
state, the worship of the Sanctuary must be with 
us unreal, since we make no sacrifices for Jesus ; 
charity is with us only a name; the very 
love of God — w^hich we speak of as gratitude 
for His unutterable mercy — becomes a mockery. 
For "Whoso hath this world's good, and seeth 
his brother have need, and shutteth up his 
bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him?"^ Self-denial has, in 
our case, no mark of that Cross of Christ, 
without which we cannot even be saved. Yes, 
Brethren, we take up, — not by way of con- 
demning others, but so as to warn and quicken 
ourselves and them, but chiefly our ow^n selfish 
hearts and unwilling hands — those words ' of 

^ 1 S. John iii. 17. 
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Him who knows how easily we might be lost: 
"Verily, I say unto you, inasmuch as ye did 
it not to one of the least of these, ye did it 
not to Me." 

3. But again, the mode in which He states 
the duty, shows us that we must go beyond 
the simple giving, and that our Christian minis- 
trations must be as manifold as are the wants 
and cares and sufferings of His many members. 
Our charity must be varied, according to the 
varying needs of others — each need being an 
occasion for us of tending Him, True, that we 
can intrust our alms to the Elders of the Church, 
without requiring that they shall be spent on 
this or that. True, that in presenting our offer- 
ings on "the Altar which sanctifieth the gift,"^ 
we freely give them to the Lokd that from Him 
they may go forth, not as ours, but as His. 
Yet it often happens, that we have either to 
discern or to discover the objects for our loving 
bestowal. The hidden Christ comes before us 
in "a poor wayfaring man of grief "'^ — or in the 
thirsty child who asks us for a cup of cold 
water only — or in the afflicted one who needs 

^ S. Matt, xxiii. 19. 

> How many would be touched and moved and lastingly 
quickened by the pathetic poem of Montgomery beginning 
with these words ! It may be found in the Booh of Fraise^ 
p. 385. 
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not money, but tender sympathy. And some- 
times we must find out this Divine SuflTerer, 
hiding Himself more closely in the sick chamber, 
or the desolate home, or the gloomy prison, 
where, because there is room for peniteuce, there 
is room for Jesus. Is it not just here, that, 
again and again, our love grows cold, though 
true " charity never faileth ?" Is it not in out 
dislike of trouble, our unwillingness to be at 
the pains of discriminating, our shrinking fronl 
poverty and distie3S, that we are so often found 
wanting towards Him who sacrificed Himself 
for us ? 

4. Let us look a little moi'e closely at out 
dangers in this matter. 

(a) First, there is the downright selfishness of 

our fallen nature. " All seek their own, not the 

things which are Jesus Christ's."* ^ It is a dark 

picture, but very true of most of us during many 

years of our short life : how true of many of usJ 

now ! I do not know — God knoweth — whethet 

any of you are given to luxury. But it needd 

no prophet to tell that luxury is written in the! 

very faces of some men, in the changing dress( 

of many women, (some of them, except for this, 

(Juite poor,) in the houses, the furniture, the food, 

the pictures, the enjoyments of the children of 

» PhU. ii. 21. 
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this world. Side by side with all this, there is 
abject {)overty, and out of those mieerdble dwell- 
ings the Lord's Voice crieth unto the city. 

(5) It ii^ such a continiial cry that £tt ladt it is 
almost forgotten, almost unheard. This is out 
next danger — the gradual hardening of the heart. 
This comes out terribly in the Lord's description 
5f these iludharitable men, and their vain excused 
" Lord J when sa\^ ^e Thei d,h hungred, or 
athirsti or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
ininister unto Thee ? " The righteous too did not 
always recognise Him in these poor souls and 
bbdies; but then, as Christians, they relieved 
them : their heart became soft, not hard : and so 
their charity grew into a habit; while the others 
Ai^ere habiiually " set against the poor" — they sa\^ 
fiot the widow's tears, in which His eyei^ Were 
keeping — they turned away i'rOni the waililig of 
the child — and $0 they lost the tones of Si^ 
Voice who was calling to them all the time. 

(c) But perhaps we loish to give, aild yet hav6 
such a fear of imposture, that we decline to give 
at all. There is a snare in l;his, which we shall do 
well to look at - for it is a subtle one arid may 
imperil us greatly. It is quite true that we may 
be imposed upon : but that is only to teach us 
that we are to be just as charitable, only rirore 
carelui — just as ready to give, but trying to give 
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wisely. Let me remind you, that here, as in 
other towns, a system of charitable relief is being 
organized, and that you will all do well, accord- 
ing to your means, to support it — directly or in- 
directly — so that the deserving may be properly 
aided. We want caution in our alms-deeds ; and 
though willing to lose our money, we must regard 
it as a trust, to be employed for the help of others, 
and not for their harm. It is no new thing, to 
find that we must work on some such system. 
Even 250 years ago S. Vincent de Patil learned the 
value of it in this way. " One day, a lady of the 
neighbourhood stopped him as he was going up to 
the pulpit, and asked him to make mention in his 
sermon of a poor family living about half a league 
from Ch§.tillon, where there was much sickness 
and great need of help, and to recommend them 
to the charitable offices of their neij^^hbours. This 
he did, and with such effect, that when the people 
came out of Church several set out at once to 
visit the poor people, and took with them bread 
meat, wine, or anything they were able to con- 
tribute towards tlieir relief. After Vespers, 
Vincent himself set out to visit them, not knowing 
how many had already been, and w^as quite sur- 
prised to meet such numbers of people coming 
back. He perceived at once what a waste of 
charity it was ; that the poor people must have 
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had more given them than they could use, and 
80 some of the provisions would be spoilt, and 
afterwards they would be as badly off as ever. 
This set him upon thinking how to systematize 
and organize the charities of the place. He 
invited the principal women of all ranks to meet 
him and talk it over, and the result was the for- 
mation of a Parochial Association, which he 
called the Confraternity of Charity, the first 
beginning of an institution, which, under his 
guidance, soon spread, and was established in 
all parts of France, and in other countries also." ^ 
May God give His Blessing, to our ovm humble 
endeavour here and elsewhere, to do this work. 
May He prosper it, to the overcoming of our 
indolence, to the setting aside of all vain excuses, 
to the relief of men's bodily wants, to the further- 
ance of their souls, and so to the advancement of 
His glory 1 

{d) But neither this, nor any other charitable 
work, will flourish, till we are fully alive to the 
greatest danger of all. I mean forgetfulness of 
Him to whom we owe everything and specially 
our hope of salvation. Difficult, no doubt, is it 
for us to believe that an ignorant woman, or a 
poor ragged child, is a member of the Glorious 
Body — but not more difficult than to believe that 
^ Life of S, Vincent de Pavly ch. vii. p. 129. 
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we ourselves, so sin-stained, so rebellious, so 
unfaithful, do still belong to Him. " Christ^S 
mark outwears the rankest blot ; " and Christ's 
Image is so specially visible in Hid poor, that w6 
can easily behold in them not only the humble, 
Carpenter, but the homeless Watiderer — ay and 
the aflBicted and desolate Prisoner — the despised, 
beaten, Crucified Siifferer — the Son of man, 
delivered even over unto Death. Vfhat a privilege, 
to be able so easily to find Him ! what a peril, 
to run the risk of lOffing Sight of Him, aitd 
forfeiting our CroWu ! 



IX. 

SELF-DENIAL. 

S. Luke ix. 23. 

" And He mid to them all. If any man will come after Me^ 

let him deny himself y 

* 

TF christian Baptism pledges us to personal 
•*■ holiness, that so our new life may be in 
accordance with our new birth, the Holy Com- 
munion, as specially joining us to Christ, lays 
upon us fresh responsibilities, and draws us, ii. 
we are really dwelling in Him, to constant self- 
denial for His sake. For the Kingdom of God 
to which we belong even here, is, as you have 
been reminded more than once, the Kingdom of 
His Church; and the Church of which Jesus is 
the King, must of course be the Kingdom of the 
Cross. As has been said, "He who will submit 
to the Death of the Cross, will establish also a 
kingdom of the Cross, before the kingdom of 
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peace and of glory can enter in."^ And you 
must take special notice of this, because, in our 
assurance of the Lord's atoning grief, we might 
be led to overlook the great and solemn truth, 
that the servants must be as their Lord, the 
subjects sufferers with their King, the members 
conformed to the likeness of their Divine Head. 
You mark the two doctrines connected with each 
other in this very place of the Scripture. Just 
after Jesus had been owned as "the Christ of 
God," He said, " The Son of man must suffer 
many things, and be rejected of the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be 
raised the third day," thenceforth, as we know 
from other passages of Holy Writ, to be a glorious 
King indeed, for Heaven and Earth.^ And th^n 
"He said to them all. If any man will come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
Cross daily and follow Me." The mention of 
His Passion leads on to the mention of our* painful 
duty, since it is only "if we suffer," that "we 
shall also reign with Him."^ 

Leaving awhile the thought of that bearing of 
the Cross which is not only expedient but actu- 
ally needful for us all — ^leaving it, that is, so far 
as wa can separate it in our minds from the rest 

^ Stier'a heden Jesu, vol. ii. 50. 

2 S. Matt, xxviil 18. ; Eph. L 22. ; Phil. ii. 9, 10. 

« 2 Tim. iL 12. 
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of the verse, let us for the present dwell a little 
on this thorough, habitual, faithful self-denial, 
which the Voice of the Son of GoD has placed 
among the necessary things, and which yet (you 
yourselves being witnesses with me), we do so 
generally neglect. 

Even before we regard particular matters, look 
how evidently this rule is impressed upon us 
by the plain teaching of the GospeL The fol- 
lowing of God — the imitation of Christ — the 
aim at perfection — ^strictness, and that of the best 
sort — the realisation of the Christian life as a 
narrow way, not merely as an easy path with a 
few diflSculties and straits here and there — ^the 
mortifying of the heart and of the flesh — ^the 
sacrifice of self — all these, which we gather, 
almost in terms, from the books of the New 
Testament, and partly from the sajdngs of our 
Blessed Lokd — do show us, if we think at aU, 
how different our course must be from that which, 
apart from grace, we should be sure to travel, 
and which, in spite of grace, we have been tra- 
velling, these many years. Add to this the 
awful revelations which are given us, as to the 
multitude of the lost, the fewness of the saved, 
the heart-searching power of God, the penetrating 
severity of the judgment to come, the value of 
one soul, and the Precious Blood which alone 



126 SELF-DENIAL. 

can oi^tweigh its price — and you have abundant 
cause for alarm in the retrospect of your ovrn 
ainful life, as set before you not by the blind 
eyes and erring touch of a minister, but by that 
testimony of the inner conscience, which answQr^ 
so clearly and so terribly the distinct warnings 
and reproaches of Almighty God — ^the calls and 
entreaties of that indwelling Spirit, which tella 
you that for you, even now, Christ may have 
4ied in vain. 

But are we willing to be instructed now, as 
to the things in which GoD would have us carry 
put the work of self-denial ? Are we ready to 
l?e taught of God as to the manner in which we 
may not only regard Christ's Death as having 
been accomplished for us, but may also haye 
that Death of His wrought into us ; that Life of 
self-renimciation which He lived on earth for 
us men, made our very own amid daily difificulti^ 
and temptations ? For if so, this is a point gaine4> 
and it is no small matter for us, who have so 
many hindrances, so many reasons for anxiety 
^nd fear, to hs^ve somewhat of encouragement. 
And here, brethren, I take men £^nd women, as 
I would wish to be taken, myself, at the best, and 
not at tjie worst. I think of you, as I woidd 
hi^mbly as of God to think of xne, at those times^ 
T^hich ever one does experience, when the soul's 
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welfare is the chief concern, and man's judgment 
^ very little t'hing, g.nd the world lyith its peri^h- 
iug fashions and its infidel ways not reaUy worthy 
to be loved, and this life evidently yery short, 
and the eternal issue unspeakably awful in its 
interests, and God the One object of desire, and 
the Cross of Christ the acknowledged token of 
the beautiful and everlasting crown. And I am 
§ure, that, whatever you might own to me, most 
of you would own to yourselves at such moments^ 
that, if there be anything declared by God the 
Sox to be necessary to salvation, yon. would wish^ 
above aU, to fulfil it. 

Now, it is not too much to say that this word 
of His about self-denial is written over the very 
threshold of His outer courts, at the very entrance 
of the uphill road which He has trodden, with 
just such a human body as our own, requiring 
to be kept under and brought into subjection, 
and with a human will like ours, which could not 
bend without a struggle to the Heavenly Father's^ 
Will.^ And when we remember His self-denial, 
of what sort it was, and how it leavened His 
whole life. His whole human* Character, and then 
compare with His original holiness our original 
sin. His unbroken purity with our continual 
transgressions, how all-important it becomes to 

^ S. Matt, ijpcvi. 39—42. 



128 SELF-DENIAL. 

us to go after Him in this, to take His yoke 
upon us, and learn of Him ! If even the hunger 
of a forty days* fast did not conquer His seK- 
denial ; if even the dreadful thirst upon the Cross, 
forcing Him to taste, did not suffer Him to drink, 
the stupefying drink which is an actual devilish 
pleasure to some of you ; if, like the lamb before 
his shearers, He opened not His Mouth, though 
reviled and smitten; if, long before, in the days 
of His childhood. He was thoroughly subject as 
man to His Mother, till, as her Lord, He had 
to do His Divine tasks for that Heavenly Father 
whom He was always pleasing; if in His love 
for sinners He became so poor as not to have 
where to lay His Head ; if in His tremendous 
agony He yet prayed more earnestly, only to 
bow Himself more completely to the Father's will 
as to the bitter Cup ; if, in short. His whole life 
was one of self-restraint and self-surrender — what 
care, what Christian zeal, what intense earnest- 
ness, should be raised up in us, no longer to be 
satisfied with our occasional longings for the con- 
quest of self, but to make this self-denial the 
constant habit of our daily life, shown not indeed 
necessarily to men but always to God, as con- 
nected more and more with all our deeds and 
words and thoughts. 

1. Let us be practical, and begin with that 
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which is often our worst enemy, " the flesh, with 
its affections and lusts." This it is which again 
and again overcomes us; this it is which so 
often weakens our willing spirit ; this it is which 
makes Heaven into a far country, and earth with 
its enjojnnents the abiding Home ; this it is which 
even hides God from us, and brings a mist over 
the other world, and darkens us with unbeliel 
It is for our very life, my friends, yes, for that 
which is truly so, the life of our souls, that we 
should use self-denial as to these appetites. It 
is of no avail to call ourselves Christians, if we 
cannot eat and drink to the glory of Gk)D ; if we 
cannot sometimes, at His bidding, give up some 
portion of our food for others ; if we will not 
even wrestle with our natural indolence; if we 
say with regard to our drinking, ** To-morrow 
shall be as this day and much more abundant,^' * 
although my minister has admonished me to be 
sober, or advised me at certain times to practise 
abstinence; if, not through infirmity, but by 
deliberate choice, we aUow ourselves in acts of 
impurity. For indeed, my friends, however we 
may disguise it to our deceitful hearts, it is im- 
possible to be saved without mortifying our 
senses ; impossible to be saved, unless the plea- 
sures of the natural man give way to the graces 

^ Isaiah Ivi. 12. 

K 
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of the spiritual man, "Eejoice, young man, 
in thy youth ; and let thy heart cheer thee in 
the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 
tliine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes : but 
know thou, that for all these things God wiU 
bring thee into judgment." ^ And if you should 
say that those words were written a thousand 
years before Christ, and that therefore there is 
no terror of the LOED therein for us, the answer 
must be that our Lord's own words, as given ip 
the text, are full of terror, because, though full 
of love, they tell us very plainly that we mvAt 
liave self-denial, if we would be with Christ. 

2. But further, take all the senses one by one, 
and you will see from Bible histories, as well as 
from your own biography, secret to yourself, how 
all are to be checked, since all, though exquisite 
parts of our fearfully and wonderfully fashioned 
body, belong now to a fallen nature, which can 
only be raised in Christ, and may even fail of 
His grace. So, as a great teacher reminds us, 
our eyes are to be mortified, since it is often by 
these that corruption enters the heart.^ Thus 
fell Jacob's daughter; and thus thirty thousand 
go about the streets of our great city ; and thus 
immodest, careless women in this place are drawn 
on by curiosity, and vanity, and outward show, 

E ocles. xi. 9. * Avrillon (Lent) 
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to be indeed lost souls. " turn away mine 
eyes, lest they behold vanity, and quicken Thou 
me in Thy way." ^ Jesu ! Thou art exceeding 
pure ; purify 7ne. Is it not Thine own assurance, 
given us by Thy inspired prophet, "He that 
shutteth his eyes from seeing evil, he shall dwell 
on high?"^ Is it not wonderful what the closed 
eyes behold, instead of the fair face and the bad 
book? "The Eng in His Beauty,"^ the word 
which " endureth for ever in Heaven." 

Then again the ears must have their share in 
this denial of self. Was it not by these that 
Eve, " being deceived, was in the transgression ? " * 
and have not our ears drunk in the liquid fire 
of unclean or uncharitable conversation, till our 
whole nature seemed to be burning ? May He 
who made the ear open our ear to discipline, and 
so speak to us His commands and His promises, 
as to fill us with the harmonies of Heaven, instead 
of the discordant distracting noise of the loud 
voices and empty hearts of men ! 

But our own tongue ! " The tongue can no man 
tame;"^ not Moses, meekest of meu, provoked 
to speak unadvisedly with his lips ; ^ not Job 

* Ps. cxix. 37 ^ Is. xxxiii. 15, 16. 

3 See verse 17. * 1 Tim. iL 14. 

® S. James iii. 8. 

^ Ps. cvi. 33, cf. Numb. xx. 10. This sin of the lips may 
be the one referred to by our Lord in S. Matt. v. 22. 

K 2 
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the patient one, uttering that he understood not, 
even in the way of self-commendation, till at last 
he laid his hand upon his mouth ;^ not Peter* 
the saint so near to Christ, actually rebuking 
his Master, denying Him thrice, bursting forth 
into those oaths and curses which lie hidden 
even in good men's sinful hearts.^ O and our 
confession ! how many lies ! how many false 
flatteries ! how many suggestions to evil to others 
purer than ourselves ! how much slandering ! how 
much of the taking of God's Name in vain ! how 
many of those idle words of which we must give 
account in the Day of Judgment ! This surely 
is the member with which, for many of us, our 
self-denial must begin; that so we may teach 
ourselves by silence, and win others by the soft 
answer which turneth away wrath. This surely 
is the one which needs such special prayer, and 
for which, this week, even if we are obliged 
to travel about, we must speak to GoD who is 
ever with us, " Set a watch, Lord, before my 
mouth, and keep the door of my lips." * 

Yes, and our taste: is this to be despised, or 
laughed at? why, it was the curse of Lot,* the 
sorrow of Noah,^ the ruin of Esau.^ What may 

1 Job xl. 4 ; xlii. 3. « S. Matt. xvi. 22. xxvi. 70—74. 
3 Ps. cxli. 3. * Gen. xix. 32. « Gen. ix. 21. 

• Gen. XXV. 34 
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it not be to you? what has it not been to you 
already ? Has it not made you so fond of eatiug 
that you are becomiug a gluttonous man ; or so 
given to drink, that GoD has sent a messenger 
specially to you, with that unmistakeable word, 
"Drunkards shall not inherit the Kingdom of 
God" ?i 

Indeed, indeed, it is this whole hody of ours 
which needs so much of His grace, so much of 
our watchfulness. "In Thy Book were all my 
members written. Thou hast tempered them all 
together, and our imcomely parts have more 
abimdant comeliness, that so to the pure all 
things might be pure, and all the body might be 
devoted to Thee." 

3. But let us never forget, that these are but 
instruments, it may be of God's Glory, or it may 
be of our shame — ^instruments which depend on 
that which is within. We must keep our heart 
with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of 
life; it is the pride of our heart, its vanity, its 
passion, its seK-will, its worldliness, its likes and 
dislikes, which must be checked, fought against, 
resolutely beaten down. There is "the seat of 

suflfering" which must be 

" Thoroughly fortified 
By acqoiescence in the Will supreme 
For time and for Eternity,"* 

^ 1 Cor. vi 10. * Wordsworth's Excursian, Bk. iv. 
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ere we can really endure hardness; that is th6 
secret chamber, where we must commune with 
God and be very still by ourselves, before we 
can go out into the world, and bravely deny 
ourselves in the midst of a hundred temptations, 
and then go back again, and deny ourselves when 
no man seeth, and where there can be nothing 
except the praise of God, itself absolutely satis- 
fying. There too is found the secret spring of 
all this grace — the inner life of this increasing 
mastery of self; for there the soul keeps all the 
things which it hears of Jesus, all its precious 
recollections of His Example, all the words which 
He has spoken to it, ay, and all the poor stammer- 
ing imperfect utterances of the ministers who are 
men of like passions with us, but who are much 
to be heeded because they are sent by Him — 
there in the heart it keeps them, it ponders them 
in the heart. There in the heart it forms fresh 
resolutions, shapes them on the burning anvil of 
a penitent sorrow, consecrates them secretly to 
the glory of the Crucified, and works them out 
in the little self-denials, and the great self- 
sacrifices, ' which prove the growing conformity 
of the soul and body to the maiTcd yet perfect 
beauty of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

If there be any of you who hesitate as to 
following this counsel ; any who think themselves 
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already so much better than their neighbours, 
tiiat they cannot possibly be aimed at by the 
bow which shoots its arrows at a venture; any, 
who seem to themselves so strong in faith, that 
they need no special ^dgilance as to the way that 
they should walk in ; I would ask such diligently 
to bear in mind that the warnings to the multi- 
tude were often the warnings for the bosom- 
friends, and that our discipleship, if we look 
closely into it, is often lacking in those very 
graces which we fancy are abounding most ; often 
wanting those very calls which bid us thinh^oi^ 
our ways, and then (as these are dangerous after 
all) turn our feet into God's testimonies.^ To 
count ourselves safe, may be our worst peril ; to 
imagine that we have done all, when we are only 
beginners in life's warfare, very far distant from 
our Great Example, may be the commencement 
of that self-deceit which leads men to destruction. 
"He said unto them ally If any man will come 
after Me, let him deny himself" 

And knowing this Brethren, and Sisters, you 
will listen even humbly to such counsel as this, 
which is oflFered to you not without thought or 
prayer ; and you will go quietly home, and medi- 
tate upon it ; and you will come and kneel down 
in this House once and again this week, and ask 

* Ps. cxix. 59. , 
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Him, who instructs us all, to help you, by these 
or other ways, to attain the blessed yet difficult 
grace of self-denial. 

These then are the suggestions. First: You 
must live hy rule ; and the Church's rules,^ as we 
find, after long disregard of them, are the best for 
you. Have the humility to exercise yourself 
therein; and you will learn something of the 
strivings of the saints, something of the mind of 
Christ. 

Secondly : K this seems to you too much like 
blaming others, recollect that you have your own 
soul to save first, and that you will win even 
them by strictness, far more than by deserting 
your principles, which, after all, are 6oD*s, not 
yours. 

Thirdly : You are to be with the few, not with the 
many ; and you are to go forward in the constant 
expectation of the division which there shall one 
day certainly be between those who serve God, 
and those who serve Him not. 

Fourthly : You must walk, remembering your 
old falls, your former self-indulgences ; and con- 
sidering well what another fall might be, or one 
other such indulgence of self as that from which 
you were " scarcely saved.*' 

^ For instance, her rules as to Fasting — which may be 
found at the beginning of the Book of Common Prayer. 
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Fifthly : You must move Heavenward, wishing 
to follow Christ, and therefore, whatever else 
you do, and whatever else you read, studying His 
Example who "pleased not Himself/'^ Slowly 
indeed at first you will go after Him; but you 
will be learning little by little to present even 
your body " a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God ; '* .2 and, imder His Cross and by His mar- 
vellous mercies, you will be taught even here, 
that to be crucified thus with Christ, in the 
bitter conquest of self, is to gain the foretaste of 
His Crown, according to His own most alarming 
and consoling word : " He that loveth his life 
shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this 
world shall keep it unto life eternal"^ 

^ Eom. XV. 3. * lb. xii, 1. 

^ S. John xii 25. 



X. 

BEARING THE CROi«. 
S. Luke xiv. 27. 

" Whosoever d^A inot hear his CrosSy and come after Mc, 

cannot be My disciple,'- 

rp 0-DAY 1 there rises up before us, in all its 
-■- / mystery and all its mercy, with aU its 
strange surroundings and all its enormous con- 
sequences, as the great witness to the world-wide 
Love of God, and the most solemn appeal that 
He has ever made to the siuful hearts of men — 
the Cross of Christ. It tells us, as it told the 
generations of old, that the redeemed life of every 
Christian is to be devoted to Him who gave Him^ 
self for it. It speaks to us, as it has ever 
spoken, of that Eternal Father, who so loved the 
worid that He gave His .only-begotten Son as a 

^ Good Friday. 
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Bansom for it. It reminds us, that, after all 
which can be urged by the infidel and the ungodly, 
the Nature and the Person and the Work and 
the Teaching and the Prophecies and the tender, 
tender Love of Jesus Christ, form the very 
centre of all history, the focus of all the scat- 
tered yet beautiful rays of the Light of Heaven, 
the chief attraction of all those anxious souls, 
those watchful, tearful, weary eyes, those sin- 
laden shame-stricken spirits, which long for rest, 
and find it never in the world. It reminds us, 
as vividly as ever, of the marvellous blending 
of the Human and the Divine in that greatest 
of aU sacrifices — of "God" having "purchased 
the Church with His own Blood," ^ though it 
was Man who was "crucified through weak- 
ness,"^ of His Kingly promise of Paradise, and 
yet of His terrific sense of utter desolation, of 
His bodily thirst, so soon after His heavenly 
Communion with the Father — of the brief " do- 
minion over Him " granted to death, while still 
the loud Voice, at the parting of the soul, per- 
suaded the centurion that He was certainly the 
Son of God,* and showed us all that He, and 
not death, had really conquered. It teaches us, 
how utterly baffled must be our earthly under- 

1 Acts XX. 28. * 2 Cor. xiil 4. » S. Mark xv. 39. 
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standing before this wonderful " mystery of godli- 
ness," and, after all, how it is that, while 

'* Beneath the Cross our spirits fall," 

we may "own it strong to save/' 

But, over and above all this, Good Friday 
sets before us a never-to-be-forgotten lesson, 
which I desire to imprint upon your memories, 
partly in connection with those necessary things 
which we have been considering together, partly 
as bringing out a truth which by itself must be 
impressed on every one who names the Name of 
Christ, and has any desire to be saved. 

It is this — ^the Cross, when the Sun of right- 
teousness shines upon it, always casts a shadow ; 
and the nearer we come to Him our Crucified 
Lord, the more that shadow falls upon us — 
specially indeed with the blessed comfort of 
God, as of " the shadow of a great Eock in a 
weary land," but also as the memorial of the 
tribulation which we must ourselves endure, 
and through which alone we can enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven — the persecution which 
all must suffer, *' who will live godly in Christ 
Jesus." ^ 

We are here on different ground from that 
which we viewed last time. For though the 

* 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
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same Evangelist is taking us by the hand, he 
leads us to *' the place of a skull " — that place of 
which, though in other words perhaps, such count- 
less thousands have exclaimed with the poet, 
*' Through all times, through eternities, has my 
spirit restless wandered ; but nothing seized my 
whole heart until I came to Golgotha." Yes, 
as a great German writer declares, "There is 
nothing else within the discovery of man's 
seeking mind, whether in time or eternity, 
which can absolutely bring the heart, full of 
sin and longing, to GoD, that it may in Him 
be renewed and restored to man again. Wander 
whither thou wilt, with thy feet or in thy 
spirit, thou must at last come to the place of a 
skull, consecrated to death and judgment, point- 
ing to the Jerusalem at hand." ^ And there we 
learn that the Crown is only gained through 
the Cross — that the way to the Jerusalem which 
is above must be the via dolorosa of the Great 
King — ^that the death of the Son of God is 
neither efficacious here nor glorifying hereafter, 
for us men, unless we willingly share the griefs 
of this " Man of sorrows." 

Dwell with me for a short space this day on 
our need of thus suffering with Christ — ^not 
now only in doing His will through active self- 

* Stier, 
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denial, but in bearing, 'as Chiistians, what He 
lays upon us. 

1. First, we know too well, many of us, that 
these afflictions are our portion. The birth of 
the little child brings before us the experience 
of all, though it is a sentence from the first 
book that was ever written, that "man is born 
to trouble." ^ The burial of the most aged of 
our brethren repeats to us the pathetic com- 
plaint of the patient patriarch, " Man that [is bom 
of a woman hath but a short time to live, and 
is full of misery." But the Gospel of our Blessed 
Lord shows us the new and sacred name for 
all these trials and distresses. To every member 
of His, to each imperfect disciple, even to you 
and me. He declares the consecration of all 
those tribulations which woidd otherwise grieve 
us as mere children of men. That loneliness of 
yours, my friend, that dark bereavement in past 
years, that cloud which is slowly, though surely, 
gathering over you, that exquisite pain which 
ever and anon shoots through your mortal frame, 
that prolonged sickness which you are sure 
you must carry to your grave, that fearful 
disappointment which has taken from you 
while it is yet day, the beautiful and hopeful 
brightness of life, that troubled mind which you 

1 Job V. 7. 
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have had to suffer from your youth up, that 
habitual sin of one whom you deeply love, that 
abiding care which has saddened your home for 
years and years, that change of estate — ay, that 
increasing poverty under which you have to 
labour while you crave for rest, that coldness 
which has supplanted kindness, that unthankful- 
ness from one thoroughly trusted and beloved, 
that spiritual burden which you can share with 
none on earth — that is your Cross. 

It is none of your choosing : nay, it is probably 
the very one which you would have chosen least : 
more than that, you have been seeking, perhaps 
even asking in your prayers, to have any other 
rather than this. Is it not so indeed ? Our 
restless heart, our stubborn will, strives with the 
Spirit of wisdom and love, and puts aside those 
very consolations which He had purposed for us. 
Anything, so that it be not this trial. Thy will, 
O God, yet not in the drinking of this cup, not 
in the bearing of this burden. 

Yet, as our Loed's actual words prove to us, 
this is now made ready and laid upon us : we 
have not to make one for ourselves, nor yet to 
search for one. Take up thy Cross, for it is 
there — " there, in the prepared, appointed way " — 

" The only one of all the many there 
That we can feel is good for us to bear."i 

^ " The Changed Cross." 
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2. And why? Because, brethren, the great 
object of this Cross which is laid upon us is 
the discipline of our souls. The Grace of God 
which bringeth salvation is here to teach us, but 
it must be in those lessons of Grace which are 
learnt in submission to His will, and in working 
out, amid our special hindrances and difficulties, 
His loving purposes. That bitter medicine is 
just the antidote to the poison which you have 
allowed yourself to drink. That loss of the one 
most valued was intended for you by Him who 
desires all your heart that He may fill it with 
Himself. This unchanging lot is God's own 
way of showing you that His compassions also 
fail not. Those vexations of the mind, those 
frettings of the adversary, those constant occa- 
sions of anxiety, even in little matters of the 
household, are in order to take from you the 
carefulness of Martha, and to bring you, in and 
through all these, with the ever-attentive Mary, 
to the feet of Jesus, that you may listen to 
His words, and find in Him that one good part 
which shall never be taken away from you. 
There is a joy set before us, unutterably sufficient 
to make us endure the Cross and despise the 
shame. Let us learn it, we the rest, I mean, 
as some of you have learnt it long ago, in the 
contemplation of Christ crucified. Surely, there 
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are many here at this moment, whose sullen look 
and murmuring spirit and constant craving for 
something which never comes, prove, almost in the 
sigth of man, that they are really being chastened 
in vain, and that they have not yet that " desire 
of discipline" which bringeth to the Kingdom 
of God — not yet that readiness to endure, for 
Jesus' sake, the chastisement which would lead 
us, at last, not merely to be drawn by His Hand, 
but to be guided by His Eye. " Be ye not like 
to horse and mule, which have no understanding," 
but have the humility to be instructed by these 
things which seem against you, and to bend to 
that will of God which you cannot break 

3. For, brethren, it is borne in upon us very 
plainly by this saying of our Lord, that we must 
accept this will, that we musty if we would go 
forward at all, carry this burden. It is the fiery 
trial which is trying us, not as something alien to 
us, but as our very own — our own Cross, as the 
original expression has it— our peculiar tempta- 
tion from God, who tempteth no man, except 
only to make him stand, to show him the blessed- 
ness of sacrifice though it be the giving up of a 
child most precious. Of the wife dear as the soul 
itself. There is not one of you, though eighteen 
hundred years have passed, to whom Christ is 

1 Wisdom vi. 17, 20. 
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not speaking here. " Whosoever doth not bear 
his cross cannot be My disciple" — cannot remain 
what his Baptism made him, of whatever nation 
he is, to be a scholar and servant of Mine, called 
to go after Me into My Glorious Kingdom. 
" What ? " (do 1 hear one say ?) " can we really 
not go to Heaven without this carrying of the 
Cross ? " selfish soul ! is that your question ? 
Is that all you can think of, in thankfulness to 
Him who gave Himself for you ? Look how 
much more He says. It is not now, as in those 
other utterances, such an one cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven; though even these, as 
we have seen, point also to a place in the Church 
below, as well as to a mansion in the Home 
above. But here it is very plain. He cannot 
be even a learner in My Kingdom of Grace, My 
Suffering Church — far less a partaker of her joy, 
crowned in My Kingdom of Glory. 

WTiat (does another ask), would you tell this 
great congregation that a high standard is needful, 
that "modern Christianity a civilized heathen- 
ism *' is so far right, that " Christianity without 
the Cross " is " a corruption of the Gospel of 
Christ; "^ that we need more than that respectable 
religion, which brings us to Church on the Lord's 
day, and to our Bible now and then, and some- 
^ See Dr. Pasey's remarks in the Sermon thus headed. 
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times to give something to the poor — ^that we 
must really be so weak as to forgive injuries, and 
bear reproach, and be patient every day under 
the trials which have been making us complain, 
and have a rejoicing way notwithstanding our 
sorrow of heart ? Would you, by such preaching 
as this, run the risk of driving from you the larger 
part of this people whom God has given you as 
hearers, by assuring them (and some of them 
such excellent persons), that most of them have 
yet to learn some of the first lessons in the school 
of Christ ? My friend, if we do thus preach, it 
is but following in the steps of Him, who spake 
these alarming, awakening words, not to some 
who were standing aloof from Him, but to the 
many who seemed (for a little while, till it was 
" Barabbas or Jesus ") to be on His side. " There 
went great multitudes with Him, and He turned 
and said unto them. If any man come to Me, 
and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, 
and children, and brethren and sisters, yea, and 
his own life also," allows, that is, his earthly 
affections or his present interests, to keep him 
back from loving and serving Me, " he cannot be 
My disciple. And whosoever doth not bear his 
cross, and come after Me, cannot be My disciple." 
Is He repelling any heart, quenching, even in a 
single soul, the tiny spark of penitence and faith, 

L 2 



148 BEARING THE CROSS. 

hindering one seeker after truth from going on to 
that knowledge of Himself, which is indeed, ever- 
lasting life? Brethren, you will find one day, 
though it may be long after we who minister to 
you have passed away to other work or different 
rest, that strictness is not that which drives sinful 
souls away from Jesus. Look at the opening of 
the very next chapter, which seems to describe 
what we should call the unlooked-for eflFect 
of this severe, heart-searching, doctrine of the 
Lord. " TJien^ drew imto Him all the publicans 
and sinners for to hear Him." They felt that He 
would save them, at whatever cost, first from 
themselves, and then from destruction. They 
knew that in Him, whose warnings had been with 
such authority, there must be plenteous redemp- 
tion for the past, furthering grace for the time 
to come, however difficult or painful. They knew 
it, or they hoped it, and in Jesus, the Friend of 
sinners, they were not disappointed of their hope ; 
they found indeed, as all must find, in that 
suffering Presence, not only the shadow of the 
Cross, but its stem reality ; but they recognised 
in Him the Divine Shepherd who would bear 
them as they bore their burden, the Divine LoED, 

^ Tims the English Version ; but the Evangelist may be 
describing the prevailing feature of Christ's ministry — the 
habitual attractiveness which there was in Him. 
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who would not only give them His loving invita- 
tions, but also strengthen them to endure all 
hardness, and to finish all His work. 

God be praised for these His revelations, these 
calls of His, so unmistakeably suggestive of our 
instant, pressing duty, and yet of the reliance 
which we may have, every day of our upward 
progress, upon Him, the God of our might on 
whom we may trust ! 

4. And so we come to the blessing — ^not indeed, 
for a little while, to the celestial crown, but to 
that which is its foretaste — the high and wonder- 
ful honour of moving under the Cross, like Simon 
of Cyrene, to " bear it after Jesus." The love of 
discipline proves our discipleship — the imitation 
of Christ in this too, marks our growing con- 
formity to His likeness — the readiness to submit 
to His will on earth is an earnest of our being 
with Him in that eternal kingdom, where " there 
shall be no more tears, neither sorroT7, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain." 

Be content for a few short years (they are but 
days for many of you), to " fill up that which is 
behind of the afflictions of Christ," ^ to accept that 
share of tribulation which He, the suffering Head, 
left as a gift ^ to all those members who would 

1 Col. i. 24. 

2 " Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only 
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suffer with Him. They are not, indeed (such is 
our human infirmity), our choice at the outset, 
even when we recognise therein "the marks of 
the LoED Jesus ;" but neither were His own stu- 
pendous griefs selected by His human wisdom, 
nor, when He knew them in the awful prospect 
of the next few hours, were they accepted without 
the lengthened struggle of His human will. That 
agony in the garden, that desolation on the Cross, 
showed that Jesus had the sufferings laid upon 
Him rather than chose them for Himself, though, 
for our sakes, such a willing, loving. Sacrifice to 
God. Going after Him, at however great a 
distance, we are assured, and no longer by the 
lips of a minister, but by our own thankful, 
penitent, humbled heart, that God did lay His 
cross upon us, in order to our furtherance and 
preservation, yes, in order to our joy of faith. It 
is not too much to say that many of us who are 
presently going to kneel down once more together 
here, would never have been saved, had it not 
been for these His merciful corrections. But n02V, 
these griefs which ffe meant us to feel, these 
strokes of His hand which He gave so as to 
deliver us from death, have, in some at least, so 
entered into the soul, that it is no mere form to 

to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake." Plul. 
1.29. 
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say, "but rather one of the spiritual songs whereby 
to make melody in our hearts to the Lord : 

" Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to Thee, 
Even though it be a Cross that raiseth me." 

For thus we learn, in some poor measure, what it 
is to be " crucified with Christ." 

His death-day will begin the work with some 
of you, and deepen it in others. Come close to 
the Holy One to-day, and you shall find, though 
burdened still, sweet rest unto your souls. Take 
up the Cross to-day, and you will comprehend it 
more and more. Take it up, even at the bidding 
of a greater sinner than yourself, and you will 
learn more and more of the humility of Cross- 
bearing ; and that which you carry on your bosom 
will be some sign of the life-in-death within your 
heart. Take it up, because you can see, almost 
with your very eyes, the sinless Sufferer, who bore 
that awful, shameful, painful death for you, and 
you will understand more and more of the joy set 
before you, in the patient following of the glorious 
Son of God. 



XL 

THOROUGH USE OF TALENTS. 

S. Matt. xxv. 30. 

" Cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness," 

A FTER ALL, it is not only in passive endur- 
•^^ ance — no, nor only in constantly denying 
ourselves, that the Son of God is to be followed. 
His own words, with the practical comment which 
His Human Life supplies, must remind us eyer 
(and it is a warning very applicable even to 
these busy days of ours), that we must be tho- 
roughly diligent and industrious in doing the 
work, be it of the head or of the hand, which 
God has allowed us to do. 

It is a complaint, even of those who move in 
the world, even of those whose money we might 
think would command any service, that men will 
not work, will not set themselves vigorously to 
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that which would cost them pains, will not labour 
in the field of duty, as distinct from the " plea- 
saunce " of pastime. 

And this becomes so much the worse, when we 
think of it as Christians, or even as believers in 
a revealed Eeligion — when we remember that the 
charge which we have, every one of us, received 
from our Lord, in reference to His gifts and 
powers, is, even in the highest application of the 
Parable, "Occupy till I come:"^ and that the 
word of wisdom, uttered by the Spirit of Christ 
long before the Incarnation, was that recorded in 
the Scripture of truth : " Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might." 

It may be useful for us to take the earlier 
revelation first, and then to add to it the tre- 
mendous weight of Christ's authority and warn- 
ing, coupled as this last is with the irrevocable 
sentence of the last day. 

I. What a comprehensive rule of holy living, 
of thorough self-exertion, is here set before us — 
how applicable to all of us — how well suited to 
everything in which we are engaged, sin only 
excepted ! " AVhatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do." Here is a word for you who are engaged in 
hard manual labour, and for you who have to ply 
your needle from morning till night, and for you 

^ S. Luke xix. 13. 
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who have to use your head for difficult questions, 
and points of law, and matters of medicine, and 
long calculations, and for us, who have the souls of 
others entrusted to us, over and above the awful 
responsibility for our own ; and for those who have 
not only the pleasant, but the irksome parts of 
the teaching of the young ; and for those who 
have undertaken some of the duties of Church- 
helpers, and are tempted to go back from them, 
or at least to shrink from further occupations of 
this sort. Yes, and there is counsel here for the 
singers of the sanctuary and for the ringers of the 
belfry — that each may regard himself as doing 
that which no one else is doing — only a part 
indeed, but still a real part, of that work of God, 
which, according as it is done, tests the sincerity 
of their devotion to Him. Here the architect (see 
the rest of the verse) finds his motive, his idea, 
his plans, his very drawings — and the builder his 
constant diligence, his time for completion, his 
conscientious execution of every detail — and the 
mason, the carpenter, the painter, the glazier, the 
tiler, the higher aspect of their several trades. 
Here, even the recreations which make life cheery — 
the games of the field, the exercise of the road, the 
poems of the study, the songs of a social evening 
or of a family circle, the pose and passion, the 
dramatic truthfulness and teaching power, of the 



THOROUGH USE OF TALENTS, 155 

stage/ the deeply interesting pursuits of natural 
science or of painting, of writing for others or 
of reading for oneself — all are, in their measure, 
suggested to us here. Ay, and is there not yet 
another — one of the very chiefest of all — which 
we sometimes imagine we can do as a sort of by- 
work when we have nothing better to do— but 
which really demands all our energies of body, 
soul, and spirit, here, with the multitude, as with 
the two or three at home, among our own, and 
when, alone with God, we kneel before Him — 
His worship ? Yes, brethren, our work for God 
and man, for time and for eternity, is folded up, 
like the oak in the acorn, in this little saying. 
Let us look to it well. 

For, next, "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do," thou must " do it with thy might." Even we 
hate half-hearted service. How thoroughly GoD 
must hate it ! How accursed is " he that doeth 
the work of the Lord deceitfully," pretending to 
be engaged laboriously, and really pleasing him- 
self — or trusting to talents, instead of using them 
to the full — or wasting on the trifles of the world 
and the pleasures of sin the priceless time given 
him for heavenly preparation ! Rather let our 
religion — yes, our religion in common life — the 
religion in which everything, great and small, 

1 See Note 1, p. 161. 
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becomes part of the duty towards GoD or the ' 
duty towards our neighbour — ^let all this religion 
of ours be thorough and hearty : let it be full of 
godliness and of manliness — begun, continued, 
ended, day by day, in the faith and fear of God, 
but also with the vigorous power, and upright 
bearing, and steady eye, and humble, undaunted 
confidence of a Christian man. I do not mean 
that we should be lacking either in the tenderness 
of a woman, or the simplicity of a child ; but, 
with that tenderness and simplicity which so befit 
the soul that reverences God, it should always be 
possible for those who look upon us to say, That 
man's a man. Whatever we are, we must aim 
at decision of character. Christian thoroughness, 
learning and labouring truly. Are, we endowed 
with ability to teach? Let U3 then, with this 
gift, dispense industriously to others. Have we 
a good memory ? Oh, what opportunities, then, 
axe ours for digesting the Holy Scriptures ! Are 
we trained to a trade ? Herein, therefore, not in 
emulation, but in activity, we should exercise 
ourselves. Is ours really skilled labour ? What 
a joy to offer it to the Lord ! Are you able to do 
some one thing well ? Boast not of it, but rather 
make it an occasion for serving Him. Are you, 
as at this moment, in the Courts of His House ? 
Sing, respond, confess the faith with the loud 
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voice which issues from a heart hot within, a 
heart musing on mercy, and resolved to show 
forth God's praise. Once again, whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, and 
without delay. 

For (let this be specially noted) we are walking 
over the ground which ends with the grave. This, 
and this only, is the time for this diligence 
and zeal for God. The grave cannot celebrate 
Him ; those who lie therein are, at least as far as 
this probation of ours is concerned, able no more 
to serve Him. There is no work to be done there ; 
the hand, which might have laboured, will be 
powerless — no device there ; the eye, which might 
have used its exquisite faculties, will be closed. 
There there will be no wisdom ; the brain, which 
might have stored any such treasure in its mar- 
vellous chambers, will have lost all its communi- 
cations, and all its thoughts will have perished. 
Nor will there be any knowledge ; the ear, which 
might have conveyed within, page after page of 
Holy Writ, lesson upon lesson in sound and useful 
learning, to the soul and mind of the hearer, will 
no longer awaken the inward monitor : nay, the 
moment after death, men will speak to it, but 
there wUl be no voice, nor any to answer, nor any 
that regardeth. Looking, indeed, beyond the 
grave, we see the reviving powers of this body, made 



158 THOROUGH USE OF TALENTS. 

celestial ; we mark the awakened ears, filled with 
the harmonies of Heaven, the greetings of the 
angels, the welcome of the Great King, the blessed 
assurance of a peace which can be broken never — 
and the eyes restored, to open for the glorious 
Presence, and for the vision, which shall surpass 
all knowledge, face to Face, and for the many 
mansions of that Father's House, pictured but 
dimly and seldom by us on earth — and the tongue 
loosed to speak plainly the praises of Him who 
died for us, and to sing, amid the great multi- 
tude of the redeemed, in the perfect joy of a 
rewarded faith — and all our members, transformed 
into the incorruptible, sharing in the bliss of the 
soul which is saved for ever. But there is an 
intermediate state, too often forgotten by us, in 

■ 

which, while the spirit rests with Christ, the 
temple of the Holy Ghost, with all its wondrous 
rooms, and doors, and windows,^ shall go to dust, 
and lose the sights and sounds — yes, even the 
Divine hopes and rejoicings, the happy labours 
and interests, which occupied it during the spirit's 
life on earth. And it is of this state that the wise 
man speaks. It is this which he suggests to us, 
as the motive for present diligence, present em- 
ployment of the gifts of God, present application 

^ See Eccles. xii. 
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to the work which He has given us to do. The 
grave is, for the mortal body, man's longest home. 

And thither " thou goest " — moving on, in spite 
of all wishes and fears, hurrying forward, however 
much thou mayest think thyself standing still ; our 
life is a journey to death, and no one can tell us 
the distance. Therefore, whatever is to be done, 
must be done at once — not by attempting to crowd 
into the space of this day the work, still less the 
cares, of to-morrow, which may have, for us, no 
work, nor any care — ^but by fulfilling the tasks, 
grappling with the difficulties, bearing the burden, 
meeting the sorrows, which are sufficient (how weU 
we know it !) for the day. " Beware of negligence, 
beware of delay, beware of sleep ! " ^ 

II. And, now, look, there rises before us, to en- 
force this call and to show us how aU important 
is the question of our obeying it, the Almighty 
Hand, the heart-searching Voice of our Lord. 
He tells us, that we are not only exhorted to finish 
instant duties, but that to neglect them will be 
fatal to us — that the unprofitable servant wiU be 
cast into outer darkness. As we thus listen to 
Him, our thoughts should be very practical 

1. First, we learn, that all power of work is a 
trust. As the very doing of it must be of the 
ability which GoD giveth, so the neglecting it is 
^ Cave negligas, cave differas, cave indormias. 
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not merely the avoidance of a duty, but the for- 
feiture of an actual opportunity Divinely com- 
mitted to us. The Eevelation of the Lord points 
out quite a new feature in the occupation before us. 
It is Providential The hand indeed still finds its 
work, the eye its object, the mind its pursuit. But 
the pursuit, the object, and the work, are all of 
God, placed here to prove us, whether we are 
worthy of the still higher calling, of the service 
which is like the angels, of accomplishing His will 
in Heaven, through gradually doing it more and 
more perfectly on earth. And let us recoUect that 
the highest privilege, the greatest power, we have is 
to conform ourselves to God. 

" Our wills are ours, we know not how, 
Our wills are ours, to make them Thine." i 

This alone would show us, that, the greater our 
powers, the greater is our responsibility ; that the 
higher we are, the more we are to humble our- 
selves. 

2. Out of this is unfolded another thought. 
Those who have great powers are, never to despise 
the day of small things. With our might, once 
again be it said, we are to do everything that is set 
before us as a duty, however common in itself. 
Noble minds recognize this ; as we see in our own 

^ In Memoriam, 



THOROUGH USE OF TALENTS. 161 

WellingtOD, ready not only to undertake simul- 
taneously three Secretaryships of State, but even 
to exert himself for the pet creatures of a child — or 
in that famous Macready of ours, who speaks, in 
his Reminiscences, with bitter regret, of his faulty 
failure in some lesser part which he might have 
acted as weU as his very grandest characters.^ 
Whatever be our ability, " thorough " should be 
the motto for us all. 

3. But again, idleness is often found most in 
those who are least endowed with capacities for 
work, but who still have some gift, which, if rightly 
used, would lift them so far above their fellows, 
not in self-esteem, but for the praise of God. It is 
surely for a distinct purpose, that our Lord lays 
stress on the actual misuse of the one Talent rather 
than on what is so very possible — the waste of the 
five or of the ten. 

4. Further, there is a terrible selfishness in the 

^ See Macready's Diaries, p. 56 ; Jan. 2, 1837. "Acted 
Lord Hastings ?ery, very ill indeed, in the worst possible 
taste and style. I really am ashamed to think of it ; the 
audience applauded, but I deserve some reprobation. I 
have no right to trifle with any, the least important cha- 
racter ; whatever is good enough to play is good enough to 
play well, and I could have acted this character very well, 
if I had prepared myself as I should have done. Without 
study I can do nothing. I am worse than a common nightly 
drudge." 

M 
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way which many of us are foUowmg — the selfish- 
ness which allows us to regard our Lord as if He 
were an austere man, and therefore not to labour 
for Him as One whom we intensely love — the 
selfishness which makes us murmur at the greater 
wealth, or higher position, or wider influence, or 
more winning cleverness of those under whom or 
beside whom we are serving — forgetting that the 
interests of others (specially of our employers) 
are really our own, and, above all, that it is an 
honour, out of all proportion to our deserts; to be 
permitted to do any task in the household of God 
as the Lord's free men. 

5. Once more, the reason why, in the world, 
there are so many complaints of idleness, is that 
there are so few of these workers for God — so few 
who discern, in the single talent which they have. 
His golden gift, the faithful exercise of which 
would not only make them acceptable to God, but 
also profitable to men,- successful in some mea- 
sure in this life, though always labouring for that 
which is to come. Can any instance be produced 
by the sceptics of the age, of a Christian who 
holding his faith, and therefore using all his dili- 
gence, has failed to gain the confidence of those for 
whom he is a servant ? Or, if there were such 
instances, would there (I speak now to those who 
believe) be any sort of sorrow at the end of life, in 
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the reflection that, looking beyond, we had done 
for God and man our very best ? 

6. In this Sadducaic generation,^ it is well to 
remind people that we may have " respect unto 
the recompense of the reward."^ Around us, in 
the Church,^ there are many zealous labourers for 
the Dweller in the far country — many, who in His 
Name, are foregoing all, religiously, constantly, 
cheerfully— many, who, though mists and clouds 
are hiding Him awhile, are rising up betimes to 
obey Him, not only in the jo)*- of the early Com- 
munion, but in the daily struggle with poverty, 
the hourly strife against the world, the continual 
endurance of pain. Seeing Him not, they yet be- 
lieve. They have heard the caU to earnestness, 
and they are convinced that it is His, whatever b^ 
the issue. 

1 The Saddacees began by asserting that we ought not to 
serve God merely for the sake of the rewards which He will 
give. The doctrine was true in itself, but it had a dangerous 
tendency ; for they at last asserted that there was no reward 
to be expected, and believed that there is no Resurrection — 
no, not even angel or spirit. See Acts xxiiL 8 ; S. Matt 
xxu. 23. 

2 Heb. xL 26. 

3 Whatever may be said as to the separation betweep. 
clergy and laity, was there ever a time when Churchmen 
and Ghurchwomen, in all classes of English society, were 
more energetic than they are now in that work of Christ 
which has claims upon us all, priests and people ? 

M 2 



164 THOROUGH USE OF TALENTS. 

But we axe assured that the call to earnestness 
is in its very nature, also a word of encouragement. 
" Be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the LoRD."^ Often 
and often, indeed, the saints of God, the servants 
of Jesus, the conscientious stewards even of the 
ten talents, are little observed, scarcely noticed, 
among men. Even of those by whom " the Lord 
hath wrought great glory," ^ there be some who 
have no memorial, and who have not so much as 
" left a name behind them, that their praises might 
be reported." Much more may you and I be among 
those who are forgotten in the towns and villages 
of this world. But be of good cheer : " the bells 
of the City of God ring out " to welcome you, if 
you do but quit yourself as a Christian, to the 
Home above. 

Only, do "give diligence to make your calling 
and election sure." Work, not of course as if your 
labours were meritorious, but because they are, in 
Christ, necessary for your salvation, and because 
" the love of Christ constraineth " you to do, not 
as little but as much as can be done for Him in 
this brief life. See what it is for which God has 
given you strength — what it is which He has 
allowed you, invited you, spared you to do : and 

^ 1 Cor. XV. 58. ■ Ecdus. xliv. 2, 8, 9. 
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then, with the supernatural might of one made in 
the Divine Image, redeemed by the Precious 
Blood, dwelt in by the Eternal Spibit, do that to 
the glory of God. 



XII. 

WATCHING FOE THE END. 

S. Mark xiii 37. 

" What I say unto you, I say unto all, Watch" 

HEEE, once more, we have a necessary duty ; 
for Jesus speaks of it to us all. May 
some of us, who as yet are only of the world, be 
awakened even now by this one solemn word of 
our Lord, and may some of us, who have heard it 
long ago, learn more thoroughly to profit by it, so 
that when we leave these poor pages of human 
counsel, there may be a sound of Divine teaching 
stni ringing in our hearts, and giving direction, 
purpose, vigour, comfort, gladness, eternity, to our 
lives. 

We know weU, if we know anything about our- 
selves, how needful is this watchfulness. But, to 
watch oneself — ^yes, even to watch against th 
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enemy, is but a part of the vigilance which 
befits a Christian soldier. To watch oneself 
may tend at last to morbid self-absorption, to 
make self the all-important centre of Religion, 
God only a point of interest, mighty indeed, but 
not the chief. ^ To be on one's guard against the 
devil and his angels, is indeed essential for all 
" those who are not ignorant of his devices," and 
who must therefore be prepared to resist him, 
" stedfast in the faith " ; but it must be, as that 
very expression reminds us, not with the desperate 
courage of Lancelot,^ encountering all comers in the 
earthly city, but rather with the opened eyes of 
the prophet, or possibly, of the prophet's servant, 
beholding the mountain full of horses and chariots 

^ There were some very striking remarks on this subject 
in a recent sermon of Canon Liddon's, at St. Paul's 
Cathedral. 

* Comparatively few persons seem to be aware how tho- 
roughly spiritual a poem we possess in the Idylls of the 
King, Intellectual men might find here scope for a power 
far greater than intellect : and romantic women lessons 
of humility and purity which they could not get only from 
romance : and lovers of the grand chivalry of England, 
objects of still higher admiration in the victorious struggles 
of a Heaven-born soul against a debased though once royal 
body, with passions tending to earthliness and defilement, 
though given to make us, in the glorious denial of self and 
in the Christian love of others, chivalrous for God and 
valiant for His truth. 
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of fire round about ;^ ay, and lifting up those eyes, 
beyond the celestial hosts, to the everlasting hills 
whence cometh our help.* 

It is for this that we are here commanded to 
watch — above ourselves, though the siibtilties of 
self must also heedfully be regarded — ^beyond our 
present foes, albeit so crafty that we must not for- 
get them for an hour — over even the faces of those 
guardian angels, between whom and us there may 
ever be wakeful Communion — over and above and 
beyond all this, we are to watch for the day which 
is approaching, for the King who is almost at the 
doors already, for the unfolding of those heavenly 
gates, which none can ever open again when He 
hath shut them to. 

It is an appalling thought that we may not be 
prepared to enter in — that when we see Him, we 
may have to wail because of Him, that the dawn- 
ing of that Day may be to us, and for ever, dark- 
ness rather than light. 

And therefore He who so utterly loved us as to 
give for us Himself — He who looked on, not only 
(though for this too He could never have smiled) 
to His own awful dying, but also to that second 
death of the finally impenitent, from which He 
died to save us if we would be saved — He charges 
us to watch, lest that Day come upon us unawares. 

1 2 Kings vi. 17. ' Psalm cxxi. 1. 
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But his solemn words suggest to us chiefly that 
it is for a Person — even for Himself — ^that we are to 
watch. It is as with Enoch's earliest prophetic 
revelation, "Behold the Lord cometh,"^ as with 
the latest vision of S. John, " Surely / come 
quickly." 2 Thus is it with His own parabolic 
teaching: "the Master of the house cometh;"^ 
thus with His plainest predictions, "Then shall 
they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory."* We need something 
eminently practical to enable us to realize 

" That far-off Divine event 
To which the whole Creation moves." 

And this is exactly what we do find in the assurance 
(would to God that we constantly kept it before 
us !) the assurance granted us by the LoiiD 
Himself — that He is the Figure which shall make 
that day what it is described as being ; He the Sun 
of Eighteousness through whom there shall be 
" the morning spread upon the mountains ; " He the 
Great King, visibly reigning then as He is truly 
reigning even now, over the Kingdom of Heaven. 
" Every eye shall see Him^ 

And so, everything for us depends on that Day ; 

1 St. Jude 14. » Rev. xxii. 20. ^ g j^j^rk xiu. 36. 

* S. Luke xxi. 47. 
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ibr He who cometh, in that marred yet (strange to 
say) perfect Beauty, is, on the one hand, the 
Judge of all our secret sins, and on the other hand, 
the Captain of our salvation. What tremendous 
issues are bound up with His appearance ! What 
a moment of terrible dread ^that might be to 
many of us — would be, as things now are, to most 
of us! 

But all is changed when we think of Him as 
instant every day. By watching for Him, we 
shall be ready to meet Him even with joy. And 
that thought — that conviction — will drive out the 
worldly notion that it is duU and gloomy work, 
this spiritual vigilance. Eather, what wonderful 
brightness this would shed over our path of 
suffering ! what strength it would give us for our 
manifold temptations ! what power to resist, in 
our personal conflicts with the evil one 1 what 
contentment in privation, amid storms what 
thorough quietness, against the rebellions of self 
how great a victory each day, in spite of fears 
what readiness to die, through a vista of griefs 
however prolonged, what unutterable hope, what 
perfect peace ! 

But let alone all this present fruit, all this 
strength for the uncertain future — watchfulness 
against that hour is one of the necessa^ry graces, 
earnestly enjoined upon us all by Him who knows 
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not only what is profitable for us, but what we 
must do, in order to save our souls alive. 
How can we attain unto it ? 

1. First by Prayer. Of prayer as in itself most 
needful, as the pouring out of the heart to God, 
as the very breath of the inward spirit rising con- 
tinually towards Heaven, as the ever-open access, 
in the Name of the Blessed Son, to the Eternal 
Father, as the daily and hourly expression of that 
thorough submission to the Divine will, which, 
however sore the need, however bitter the grief, 
however deep the sighing, befits the soul below 
speaking to its Lord above — of this we have 
already spoken. But prayer has besides, within its 
boundless empire, the furtherance of every other 
Christian grace: and so with this whereof we 
speak, while we are to " watch unto prayer," we are 
so to pray each day, as that we may be found 
watching — so to pray for deliverance from our 
indolence, our forgetfulness, our disloyalty to the 
absent King, as that we may stand constantly on 
our post, as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, wait- 
ing for the midnight cry, or the noonday trimipet- 
call. 

2. Next, we should think, every morning, of 
the end, as it will come to us. The very fact that 
we " know neither the day nor the hour wherein 
the Son of man cometh," suggests to us somethia% 
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more than the uncertainty of the time of our 
Lord's Second Advent. It reminds us that the 
close of our own probation, the close of the short 
time on earth which we must spend in a manner 
without Him, may be very near, and that the 
field of our vision may be limited, not merely by 
the distant and hazy horizon, but by a sudden fall 
on the path which we are traversing now. We 
want vigilance at each step, both because He is 
coming to us, and because we are going to Him. 
Each weary day of toil and care may be brightened 
by the recollection of the approaching eventide of 
eternal rest. Every enjoyment allowed us in the 
midst of our hard and anxious work must be 
sobered, not saddened, by the Divine word written 
over it, " A little while." Time passes, and noise- 
lessly though the hands move round, we are often 
startled by the striking of the last hour, and for 
us time is no longer. 

3. But, whether or no, we must learn to prepare, 
by remembering that Day, which shall be the 
same, in its tremendous issues, for the quick as 
for the dead. Christ has foretold us all things — 
the sentence which shaU then be spoken — ^the 
Throne which shall then be set — the signs which 
shall then precede the Judgment — the certainty 
of the result of those signs — and yet the absolute 
darkness — itself infinitely more a blessing than a 
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curse to us — which enshrouds, to the eyes of every 
one born of woman, the Day so surely known 
to God. All this is before us. My friends ! 
looking forward is one of our common delights — 
we are given to looking forward, everyone of us — 
looking forward to some particular day, which, 
through hope, is bound up with some great 
interest, some special joy, some new and import- 
ant work in life. We have but to look forward 
far enough, and " that Day," as the Holy Scripture 
so expressively terms it, becomes to us the very 
summit of our interests, the centre of our joy, the 
opening of the work which shall indeed be our 
rest throughout eternity. 

4. One other thought it may be well to imprint 
upon our hearts, so as to avoid that morbidness of 
conscience which makes us always uneasy in our- 
selves, and discouraging to others — that over- 
anxiety of heart which keeps us, to all intents 
and purposes, wrapped up in self, and distrustful 
of Christ. I mean this : that, with such a future 
as faith opens out before us, we must be going 
onward, not only under the rules of grace, but 
in that natural state of mind which seeks not to 
wind itself " too high for sinful man," and which 
yet, owing to the spiritual tendency of every deed 
and word and thought, hinders not, but rather 
helps, the progress of the soul towards Heaven. 
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For then the inner man, amid all tokens either of 
repose or toil, is getting ready to depart. Work, 
yes, even that thorough enjoyment of it that there 
is in some of us, suffers us not to forget the end 
of our conversation, the object of our diligence. 
" We labour .... that we may be accepted of 
Him." ^ Rest, though the weary limbs are tired 
out, and the brain, in all its wonderful, well-worn 
coils, is heavy with slumber, keeps not from us 
the Vision of our Lord as He draws ever nearer. 
" I sleep, but my heart waketh : it is the voice of 
my Beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to Me." * 
Yes, in a manner, the natural and the super- 
natural combine to tell us, each by drawings of 
its own, that we must indeed act upon this bid- 
ding of Jesus Christ. What is there which does 
not repeat it ? AH, with its manifold claims upon 
our closest attention — Science, in its ever-expectant; 
attitude, its ever-forward exercise of sight and 
understanding — Nature, through her thousand 
tongues, her lessons constantly renewed, of patient 
waiting for the buried seed, the leafless* but still 
living branch, the long delayed, yet surely coming 
showers — History, whose teachings, strange and 
painful though they be, are always, if we read 
them rightly, throwing us forward into that which 
yet Shall be — Prophecy, " more sure "* than positive 
' 2 Cot. v. 9. * Canticles v. 2. * 2 S. Peter 1 19. 
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evidence of human witnesses however credible, 
itself " a light that shineth in a dark place, where- 
unto we do well that we take heed, until the day 
dawn, and the day-star arise in our hearts," — ^the 
Peril of those we love, when, beside that bed of pain, 
we passionately long for the physician — our own 
great /SicA;7iess, wherein, during the lengthened hours, 
we crave as a gift of God, the rays of the morning — 
Bereavement^ which makes us Coh, what a parable for 
our immortal spirit!) listen and listen for the dear 
familiar voice which speaks to us on earth no more 
'- — even Restlessness, which shows us, in spite of 
ourselves, that we cannot be satisfied with anything 
less than GOD ^ — still more. Conscience, repeating 
faithfulij', to the inner man, the fears and hopes, 
the judgment terrors and the promised praise, mys- 
teriously connected with the unknown future by 
the loving Spirit of the Lord — all these, in their 
several and most manifold ways, re-echo to us the 
sound of that Divine Voice which calls to every 
generation. Across the ages — even over that dis- 
appointed hope which ushered in the eleventh 
century,^ — ay, in a manner because of such disap- 

1 See Pensees de Pascal (part L art. viii), quoted by Mr. 
Keble. 

> At the end of the first thousand years there was such a 
strong conviction among Christians that the Great Day was 
at hand, that they would hardly buy land or build churches. 
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pointment as only hope deferred — there reaches us, 
clear as ever, full of the unchanging love and there- 
fore full also of the gracious warnings of Him who 
would save us from ourselves, to-day as yesterday^ 
to-day, if now at least we wUl hear His Voice in- 
stead of hardening our hearts, the Gospel-message 
from the Lord Himself: *' What I say unto you, 
I say unto all, Watch." 

It is a call which, as we answer it in earnest, 
brings back to us yet another word from Him who 
is the faithful Witness, the unfailing Eefuge, the 
exceeding great Reward, of all who wait for Him — 
His own blessed word of re-assurance for the rest 
of life, of joy unspeakable for the everlasting home 
of all His saints : " Peace I leave with you. My 
peace I give unto you ; not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you." 
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